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‘Dedication 
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This book, the historical record of our lives during 
World War II, is dedicated to those we will always 
remember— our friends and comrades who died for 
their belief that the liberty of their land and its 
people was worth the supreme sacrifice. 

S/Sgt. Alfred E. Hurst 
Pfc William S. Johnson 
Pvt. Willard R. Kafton 

Pvt. Harry S. Keith 
Pfc Christy Lepore 
Sgt. Edward Smith 
T/5 Francis Waldbillig 
T/5 Richard L. Wittman 
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foreword 


This is the historical and pictorial record of the 727th Railway 
Operating Battalion, Transportation Corps, Military Railway Service, 
of the Army of the United States, in the North African and European 
theatres of World War II. When the official chronicles are written, 
the pages devoted to the work of the 727th will, we believe, reflect the 
only glory that matters— duty well done. 

From its peacetime beginnings on the drafting boards of the War 
Department s Tables of Organization, through its mobilization, train- 
ing, travel and active service, the battalion upheld the great traditions 
of the nation. It was a typical American outfit and that is how it wishes 
to be remembered. 

Its members wish to express their appreciation to the battalion’s 
sponsor, the Southern Railway System, which in wartime service estab- 
lished a brilliant record. The Southern, at a difficult time, gave us its 
best instructors and enthusiastically supplied us with all of the necessary 
railroad equipment and facilities for our training. Many of its officei^s 
and employees, particularly those on its New Orleans and Northeastern 
Railroad, gave freely of their time and experience to help us achieve 
a well knit organization. Their practical assistance greatly helped us 
change from raw recruits to seasoned railroad soldiers. 

These pages will recall to memory those of our comrades who lie 
in foreign lands through which we travelled. In our various civilian 
pursuits we will endeavor to help carry on their part of the great hope 
that wars between the nations will be ended, that all may live in peace. 

Those of us who served in the ranks wish to express our sincere 
tribute and appreciation for the excellent leadership given by our com- 
manding officers, who took as much pride in their men as their men 
did in them: 

Lt. Col. Fred W. Okie 
Lt. Col. John M. Budd 
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The following military awards were given to 
members of our battalion for outstanding per- 
formance above and beyond the call of duty, or 
for wounds received as a result of enemy action. 


JCegioH of Merit 


Purple Heart 


Lt. Col. Fred W. Okie 

Africa 

T/5 Ernest O. Jefferson 

Italy 

1st Lt. Victor E. Williams 

Africa 

T/5 Alexander J. Masti 

Italy 

1st Lt. August E. Hackman 

Sicily 

Pfc John C. Long 

Italy 

M/Sgt. Kenneth W. Phillips 

Sicily 

Pfc George Rodak 

Italy 

S/Sgt. John C. Browning 

Sicily 

Pvt. Harold E. Jordan 

Italy 

S/Sgt. Allen C. Metzger 

Sicily 

Pvt. Stanley Andruski 

Italy 

T/4 John L. Denson 

Sicily 

Pvt. Luther N. Turnage 

Italy 


Soldier’s Medal 


Lt. Col. Fred W. Okie 
Major Roy P. Moss 
1st Lt. David M. Perkins 
WO Daniel F. Baker 
M/Sgt. Kenneth W. Phillips 
M/Sgt. Malcolm H. Morris 
T/Sgt. Norwood L. Stone 


S/Sgt. Millard M. Bartlett 
S/Sgt. Charles B. Swan 
Sgt. Tony W. Lonero 
Cpl. Joseph A. Canzoneri 
Cpl. Lyman R. Baird, Jr. 
Pfc Frederick R. Vogel 
Pvt. James G. Healy 
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of Awards and Decorations 

battalion ‘Decomtious 



(Left) North African-European Theater of Operations Ribbon with Seven Stars and 
Bronze Arrowhead. (Center) Occupation of Germany Ribbon for Members in Germany 
after May 8, 1945. (Right) National Defense Ribbon for All Members with 12 Months’ 
Service in the United States. 



(Left) Victory Ribbon for All Members. (Right) Good 
Conduct Medal for Those Qualified by Battalion Order. 

Commendations 

^ Battalion Citation for Operations in Africa, by Major General Carl R. 
Gray, Jr., M.R.S. Office of Director General, APO 512, dated 
1 July 1943. 

Battalion Commendation by General George S. Patton, Seventh Army, 
A.F. Hq., APO 512, 12 September 1943, for Operations in Sicily. 

Commendation to Company '‘A” for Rehabilitation of Track Support- 
ing the U.S. Fifth Army, A.F. Hqs. M.R.S., O.D.G., APO 400, 
dated 30 July 1944. 

Commendation of Chief of Transportation, AFHQ, for Clearance of 
Tonnage, Port of Naples, AF Hqs. M.R.S., O.D.G., dated 24 
April 1944. 

Special Meritorious Service, Fifth Army Plaque, awarded to M.R.S. 
Hqs. by Fifth Army, dated 14 April 1944, for Operations in Italy. 

Battalion Commendation from Lt. General Jacob L. Devers, Command- 
ing Sixth Army Group, for work in France. 
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ORGANIZATION, AGTIMTION ^4ND TRAINING 

Birth of a Military Bram Child 


O CTOBEjR. jy29, was an imcrestitjg tnouth vvTittcjtv ori Oeipber^ ^ 192l>, at Grcenshn^ 

in an eventfu^ Yean In Wall Street ihe stGcfc North CaroHnav subsenUeiiiily becaicne of hjsi 
tiiarkei had another relapse, after a big break toric iinportante. It nvarktiVfhe ibcgiiini^^ nt 
People were still talking about the world iligtit , . 

of the big Getrnati ahsbip, die rbyi/ Ze/////iti- 

President Hoover bail proclaimed the’Kellogg- :V . 

Briand, And War rreaty In etfect, under which 
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The 727 ih Railway Operating Battalion 


Tiie officeu of the 727th in tminnig at 
I'ort Leonard Wood. Missoiirf. early 
in f*H2. 


GI and civilian dispatchers working side by 
side at Hattiesburg during our training in 
1942. 


what became officially known as the 727th Rail- 
way Operating Battalion of the Army of the 
United States. 

During the *30 


ment Training Center at Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri, for refresher training, A month later 
they were sent to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, 
one of the South’s largest training camps. 

The oflicers Were shown a stand of heavy 
limber, in front of which were piles of lumber. 
They were handed a blueprint and told that 
here the 727th would be housed. Construction 


there was little history to 
record. The battalion’s story properly begins 
two anxious months after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor. On February 16, 1942, a small group 
of officers were sent to the Engineer Replace- 
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The 727th Railway Operating Battalion 


The boys learning to improve 
their marksman ship on the rifle 
range. 


Open-air clioto-line on the rtfle 
range— and mighty good chow^ 
too, after hugging an M I all day^ 


soldier with it began coming in. 

Technical training of the battalion began in 
April on the New Orleans and Northeastern 
Railroad. As fast as new arrivals were processed 
they were detailed as trackmen, bridgemen, 
trainmen, enginemen, shopmen, operators and 
dispatchers. Every detail involved in the 
smooth operation of a good railroad division 


work went forward rapidly. Trees went down, 
buildings went up, roads appeared. 

On March 20th the first detachment of 27 
men arrived from Camp Claiborne, with M/Sgt. 
Claude Golden heading them as the first Ser- 
geant Major. News of the new railway unit 
soon spread and many incjuiries and applica- 
tions from officers and men who wished to 
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1 he Southern Railway Company, as god- 
father to the 727th, helped with the training 
pntgram in various ways. It furnished an office 
< ar and 21 camp cars for our use. When the 
auxiliary camp at Hattiesburg was given the 
name of “Fort Northeastern/’ the Southern 
donated the flagpole and flag. 

May was full of confusion until the 15th, 
when Headquarters, Military Service, was acti- 
vatcrl. Up to that time, the battalion was oper- 


was studied in the best place for it—right out on 
the road. From the nation’s 225,000-mile steel 
network came first-class men who averaged 5.3 
years of railroading experience and were ready 
to put it to military use. 

In the entire U. S. Army at the time there 
were probably not more than five fully trained 
dispatchers. The 727th had two of the best: 
M/Sgt. John Carlin and T/Sgt. James M. 
Ritergles. Capt. Miles G. Stevens ranked the 


Mess' on the range. 
There's Still roam on the hood 
for one more. 


battalion in experience. He had been a master 
mechanic on the western lines of the Soiuhern 
and had 31 years’ service behind him/ 

J’hcre was no lime to waste. Company “C“ 
sent its first train crew out on road training 
April 20th. Headquarters and Service Com- 
pany had already itrstalled some operators and 
dispatchers in strategic oHices along the road. 
To make sure that everyone would know that 
he was really “in the army now” a guard mount 
was started and a formal inspection of quarters 
held By the end of April the new battalion 
was able to turn out about 180 men for duty. 


ating under four different commands, and keep- 
ing up with paper work was a real job. In 
addition, the battalion was eannarked for cadre 
training duties. Training in basic military sub- 
jects was stepped up, although equipment— a 
problem throughout the Army just then— was 
a very real difficulty in our battalion. Con- 
demned ambulances, and trucks with inade- 
(juate lights and c|uestionable brakes were util- 
ized. But morale was high— very high— and it 
continued to remain that way. 

Personnel changed almost constantly in the 
next few’ months. Nearly tw^o-thirds of Com 
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TItr Inst rrt’ws rnidy to start oat on their road trainiji^ 



Ch). “A * men in field trainiin^at H.iltieshar^. 



Minor repairs on the trucks of a freight car. Eric Dunbar conducts a class in train rules. 
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The 727lh Railway Operating Battalion 



Hup, two. three, four! Co. singing on a hike. Note those sieeat soaked shirts. 



Co. somewhat the worse for wear, taking the last 10-minute break on a hike. 
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The 727th Railway Operaliug Battalion 



Cn. stamiing inspection before barracks at Key Field, Meridian, Miss., FN2. 



Inspection at Catnp Shelby. 


Hring was held in late August, alter the battalion 
received a tentative alert order. September 29th 
our battalion lined up to take a good look at 
the man who was in charge of the whole vast 
job of winning a war which we had not started, 
but in which we were now^ fully committed. 
That was the clay President Franklin I). Roose- 
velt inspected camp in his (juick tour through 
the training areas of the South. 

On November 7th the War Department an- 
nounced that a task force had landed at numer- 
ous points on the North African coast under the 
direction of Lt. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
This electrifying news spread rapidly through 


camp and over the road we were operating. This 
was it! I he first dent had been made. Would 
we be a part of it— f>r would we be only “listen- 
ing in“ while history was being made? 

For those who asked this (piestion the answer 
came almost at once. Two days later the 727th. 
“at existing strength.” officers and enlisted men, 
was ordered “to proceed to Port of Embarkation, 
Brooklyn, New ^'ork.“ The order could liave 
left no doubt, but in case there was any, this line 
appeared almost at the order’s end: “Dependents 
will not accompany troops.” 

It looked as if we would be in the war— and 
fast . . . 


Digitized by 


Go ogle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITf OF MICHIGAN 



tj o.L O . Ch)fil : '$( fTjem .'L Is, 
CH fy, Sht'ijvip mfft '«Vf> of, .(pV:?, 
ni '^: ijr^pr. 
I)' tiieJiifvii^^ (Vrj^. 

1. ( . MnuHisy ([/ i Cujhp ^ktt 
Ity, , . . vNm/>C' «J> (^>. 

r«# m 

Kl'y 

tiaUnli0n Mf<hcal 4i{df ey. 




12 The 727th Railumy Operating Battalion 



(Top) A view of the Co. area at Key Field . . . (Bottom) Co. area at Camp Shelby. 



We had eighteen days to get ready. In that 
time garrison property was turned in. pack 
etjuipinent issued, medical checkups made, final 
furloughs granted, passenger lists compiled, 
crating and boxing completed and final good- 


byes said. We congratulated M/Sgt. Baker, 
I /Sgt. Hunter and Cpl. Weaver, all of whom 
passed their exams— and stiff ones they were— for 
Warrant Officer, Junior Grade. 

On November 20th we pulled out behind 
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The 727lh O pit mi htg HaUalum 


ih In^ltirr r*)tr (hp(tf)iOr. pit -p^rnsms 


SoiJihorn Railway engine X 727 with engineci 
Sgt. Wiriard M. Quillian anti cmiduu 
John H; Reese haulirig ihe first train, which tar- 
ried batlalioii perst)nriel fnipi Haitiesbuig.. 
I hree trains diti the mins^}>nrt ji?b. two Irottv 
Camp Shelby a nci cnie lro^ Key Fieltl. Our 
ypoiisor, th^ %uthcn difl much to 

make the trip a^ plcasarvi as possible. We were 
atcoriipanied a$ far as Washingioipby two 0l th 
road's olfKialSr Mr. Morris Sicwari. Stipetiti- 
tendcTti ot Motive Power, and Mr^ 
Huivgerforil, Cieneral Xfanager.. i he laltet utis 
oiie oi ctre inipir whov itv 1929, had bepi >Oeitefi' 
to r>p (he baMaiioo which evplvecl into ilvc 
727<h. 

I tei I he he^i i)l Sour siiifiutp- v winter a i 

Fort f)ixi New Jersey, teas no 
pared with the warm dr id barrac ks Pr att 00^ 
iiown ihe tracks, teiHs were not 
ciated. But the i neon. vtuiiem es 
gotten in the excilenieni ot 
loT)g trip overseas. After two davs ip w 

pretty well set up, atul the husutCJ^tv pi 
vvas begun. During the inonlh^ we ivfirked u» 
get ready. Many ot tts^ rerpved^ 
and on one of ihGin, %t. Xiaijnion’ pi 
''C'* was given perrnissioa to take 48 ijiHiead Of 
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During our stay at Dix we also located seven 
of our yardmasters and operators who had been 
sent out from the battalion several months 
earlier to Fort Hamilton, where they had ap- 
parently been misplaced in the early rush to get 
men overseas. We wanted them back. Upon 
application to the Commanding Officer of the 
New York Port of Embarkation, Sergeants A. J. 
Moxley, Melvin E. Miller, W. Farrel, W. J. 
Husting, Millard M. Bartlett and Joseph C. 
Cravey were transferred back to the 727th. It’s 
worth remembering that at least two of these 
men were destined to receive special recognition 
for outstanding service overseas. 

On December 10th, the waiting period ended. 
Our battalion, which ten months before had 
started with a handful of officers, equipped with 
a set of blueprints, at a camp of which few of 
us had ever heard, was now boarding a ship for 
an unknown destination. Only the tall towers 
of New York, and the Statue of Liberty, shining 
in the morning mist, saw us leave for overseas 
and whatever fortunes of war awaited us there. 

We were ready for them. 

OVER THE BOUNDING MAIN 

Guessing started shortly after we steamed out 
of New York, and started across the grey Atlantic 
for an unknown port. Which port was the big 
question. 

The guessing didn’t last long, at least not dur- 
ing the first part of the voyage. The old Atlantic 
was having one of its winter tantrums. Four 
days of continuous rough weather sent a good 
many of us to our bunks with seasickness as Sgt. 
M. Morris of “H 8: S” and Sgt. F. A. Walker of 


Company “A,” who were particularly kind to 
the fish, could well testify. On the fifth day the 
weather cleared, and the voyage became more 
enjoyable, marred only by two sub alerts. The 
sound of the sub doors closing deep down in the 
holds of the three ships on which we were pas- 
sengers brought the war very close. 

On Christmas Eve, near midnight, we learned 
more about our destination. It was a beautiful 
warm night with a full moon. On deck the 
chaplain was holding a Christmas Eve mass. The 
lights of Ceuta, Spanish Morocco, the first un- 
shielded lights we had seen in eleven days, ap- 
peared on our starboard. The Rock of Gibraltar, 
ghostly in a halo of mist, was on our port. It was 
all so beautiful and awe-inspiring that we were 
deeply impressed. We were thinking of home. 
Then we became aware that our black ships on a 
silvery sea made us sitting ducks for a waiting 
submarine. 

We now knew where we were going. We were 
sailing into the Mediterranean Sea, which 
Benito Mussolini, in his balmier days, was so 
fond of calling Mare Nostrum. The day after 
Christmas we docked at Mers El Kebir, near 
Oran, Algeria, and marched down the gang 
plank in a cold, intermittent rain. 

The 727th arrived the day after General 
Eisenhower became Supreme Commander of 
the Anglo-American invasion forces. On the 
same day the great German battleship Scharn- 
horst was sunk off Norway, and the assassination 
of Admiral Darlan made front page headlines in 
the world press. Busy as we were preparing for 
the big job ahead we took time out to tune in 
on the big news. 
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Lines operated by the 727 





J^ortk Africa 

OUR MOST SPECTACULAR OPERATION 

On-The-Job Training 


W HOEVER coined the phrase about the 
African desert being “a tactician s paradise 
but a quartermaster’s hell” hit it right on the 
button. That’s what we found the Sahara to be. 

We had landed at a crucial time. The British 
Eighth Army, which had made a name for itself 
at El Alamein, was attacking and driving Rom- 
mel westward from Egypt through Libya. In a 
bold stroke that had made the world catch its 
breath, and Hitler ponder a little more uneasily 
about the invincibility of his “Master Race,” the 
Allies invaded North Africa on November 8th, 
landing at Casablanca, Oran and Algiers. After 
a few nominal skirmishes, the French came over 
to our side. Still new on the “Dark Continent,” 
our forces had not landed sufficient supplies and 
men to push the advance through to Tunis. By 
January, 1943, the Allies were in complete con- 
trol of North Africa from Casablanca to a line 
just east of Constantine, Tebessa and Gafsa, and 
it was to this area that the 727th was sent. 

All of this didn’t develop overnight. Upon 
disembarking at Oran, we were informed that 
our housekeeping and operating equipment had 
been unloaded at Casablanca, 500 miles west and 
weeks away. But we met good and old friends 
at Oran, the 761st Railway Transportation Com- 


pany, which fed us and helped us to find 
quarters. It was at Oran that we discovered that 
pup tents were fine for maneuvers in the States, 
but that garages, stables, theatres and abandoned 
railway coaches were better fitted for North 
Africa’s winter weather. 

Mixed up or not, there was work to do almost 
immediately. The battalion was split up into 
small detachments. “A” Company got two jobs: 
assisting French civilian railways to maintain 
trackage, and constructing a few depots for 
Army Engineers. Most of “C” Company went to 
work in a QM depot, but some of its men acted 
as highway traffic officers as far away as Oujda. 

We found that our men who originally had 
been sent out as special troops from Company 
“B” were wasting good railroad talents in an 
ordnance outfit. Upon application to Base 
Headquarters we managed to have them re- 
turned to our battalion. It seemed to us at the 
time that all the training we had been given had 
not been worth the time and effort. 

On January 19, 1943, the 727th Railway Op- 
erating Battalion assumed responsibility for the 
operation of the meter-gauge railroad lines in 
eastern Algeria and Tunisia. At that time it was 
the plan of SHAEF to build up a big supply 
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in Rummers rear while the British Eighth Army 
was driving him westward. The two Allied 
armies might ilien be able to destroy the famous 
Cierman <lesert army in the vicinity of Sfax. 

The CO had been far up ahead doing recon- 
naissance near the front. When he returned, the 
future became clear. vSomething big was brew- 
ing cast of Tebessa, and the battalion was to have 
a good deal to do with the success or failure of 
the advance. l"he Americans could not build 
up a strong force until there were sullicient sup- 


base at Febessa. The Americans had a small 
reconnaissance force at Gafsa and were operat- 
ing patrols in western Funisia. The Germans 
and Italians had similar forces, but as the coun- 
try was wide open and the number of troops 


{Top) This was our camp at Ouled Rhamoun . . . 
Tebessa— last rail terminal to the front during the 
Kasserine Pass operation, lanuary-Marrh, 


limited, there was little actual contact and no 
well-defined front lines. 

The Americans had hoped to make a dash to 
the toast; that is, to the Gulf of Crabes, cutting 
the line of communication between the (ierman 
and Italian armies near Funis, and preventing 


(A hove) The staging area at Taharka, Tunisia . . 
(Below) Looking fowaid the Pirates* Castle, Tabarhn 


plies in the semiariddesert area around Febessa 
to sustain several divisions. 

I he 727th was a.ssigned to transport these 
supplies to the base at Febessa ami to supply by 
railroad a thrust to the coast, as there were prac- 
tically no highways over which supplies could be 
carried. All this depended on time and Rommel 
could easily guess the American plan. There 
fore, it was good strategy' on his part to strike the 
Americans at Tebessa and Gafsa and destroy 


Where Co, '"'A'* slept the fust night on African soil. 
Other companies were not so fortunnle. 


their uniting with Romniers army, which was 
retreating w^estward through Lybia. Fhe Ameri- 
cans hoped to build up (juickly a strong force 
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thw supplies before ihey could build up sulfi' 
c tent force to cmlanger l|is rear. I’hc Amcriran 
force aiGafsa knew that Roaand would anlu i- 
pate their plans and ified vamly to secure addi 
ticmal troops. For reasons best known to the 
supxeUie loiitmand no help Wjas sCtU and so ir 
appeared probable iltat Roiuntel would force 
the Axix‘ricanv to retreat 


But this is getting ahead oi ou story. Mean- 
whik\ Capu Garrol G. Mullen/ Capt^^ H 
G. Mauney^ Lt. James G. Beard, and Sgts. W. S. 
Ward. V^F. HQSter>.and D. C. Proetbf Were sent 
ahead as an advance party. Mi)rale 
irntnediately. On January 21st we artiVed at 
Tebessa and started learning the ro^ all the 
narnjwCgaugc linesv Part of Goihpany ' atid 
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ten train crews and operators went oti to 
Thelepte to be ready to assist any forward inovC' 
nient— a move which did not come ofl. 

Colonel Okie's held notes reveal some ol the 


dition. and 25% of all locomotives fail be- 
foit: making a round trip, l lie local French 
railway admits that had this Organization 
not assisted, that operation would have 


(At/ovt^) C’o. "‘A’' men, Tnbnrka, Tunisia (Below) The mess tent in Ain Beida yard, March 

H(Hif^es in the (ffrefrwund fs roming to mess. 


come to a complete stop. For instance, the 
shop at Febessa had only 18 mechanics of 
all types to work on locomotives. Gonipany 
has replaced more than 250 boiler 


. . . the motive power [on the Ouled 
Rhamoun-l'ebessa line] is in terrible con- 
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(Abm>e) This Co. "A'' truck was strajed on ''Mcsscrschmitt JmucT the highway Ite live ni Thetepie and 
(Utfsa^ The \azis got J2 trinks and seven men, hut none <)f the casualties :U’ ere ours. Idea Cormvcll, driller, 
and Love . . . (Belmv) The \azis fles^ vital wafer .supplies, like tins lank and treating plant at Kas.serine, 


tubes and has given two engines Class 3 re^ 
pairs. Much of the material that is used, 
such as packing, is of such poor grade that 
it has to be continually replaced . . . Also, 
the first priority supplies and tools of this 


Organization are just arriving, and it is ex* 
peeled that 70% of the supplies will have 
arrived by 1 March. [They ntn'er arrived.] 

At the end of January, the 727th knew what 
it was like to be under fire— and strafing fire at 
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that. The II Army Corps was active in the 
Sbeitla-Gafsa area. Company “A’s'* B & B pla- 
toon, with two crews from Company “C,” moved 
into Gafsa by truck. On the road going into 
town, a German fighter came down through the 
clouds, strafing seven trucks in the convoy, and 
killing seven soldiers— none of them, however, 
from our battalion. 

At Gafsa, the party secured a French locomo- 
tive and went out on track reconnaissance, mov- 
ing 17 miles east of Gafsa where the tactical 
situation up front stopped further advance. 
February 3rd, Engineers J. O. Ling and J. L. 
Stump drew one of the trickiest assignments in 
our railroad work in North Africa. In the engine 
house at Sened there were six dead engines, 14 
cars of ammo, one coach and one boxcar that 
were to be moved back to Gafsa. Capt. Edwin 
B. Connerat decided that the only way to get 
those engines out was to pull them out by means 
of a cable. His crews used a winch on a four- 
ton truck for the job— a field expedient that did 
the trick. Faced with heavy grades, and using 
only a small engine for the job, Ling and Stump 
hauled the big load of dead locomotives, ammo, 
and odd cars back to Gafsa, and then on to 
Metlaoui, drawing for themselves and their unit 
a verbal commendation from Col. Frederick B. 
Butler, II Corps, who w^as in charge of the Gafsa 
area. 

On February 8th we took over complete op- 
eration and maintenance from the French 
civilians at Tebessa and suffered our first direct 
street bombing attack. We built up tonnage 
movements to more than 1,400 net tons daily 
from the rear of Tebessa, and to between 600 
and 800 tons toward the front, plus troop and 
hospital trains. Equipment was in very bad 
shape, and the 1 22-mile run from Ouled 
Rhamoun to Tebessa, for example, took a good 
40 hours to run. 

Two Diesel jobs picked up at the phosphate 
mines near Le Kuif helped a great deal. It was 
not until near the end of the North African cam- 
paigfn that the first shipments of GI locomotives 


arrived. To add to our difficulties, old telephone 
lines were either cut or failing constantly, giv- 
ing Headquarters and Service Company men a 
real run for their money as Sgts. G. W. Nethers 
and D. C. Proctor could testify. “C” rations 
were the food mainstay, with pork and beans 
taking precedent, for most of us, over the beef 
and vegetable stew. Food was eaten on the run, 
or in our pup tents that were spotted in and 
around the cactus patches. 

The first three weeks of February were not 
only tense and crucial for the 727th; they were 
memorable for the entire II Army Corps, which 
we were helping to support on General Rom- 
ineFs left flank. For suddenly, in early February, 
the “Desert Fox” threw Panther and Tiger 
tanks of his 21st and 22nd Panzer Divisions in 
our direction in an attempted break-through 
that came close to success. Both the Kasserine 
Pass and the supply base at Tebessa were threat- 
ened. We received orders to do our level best 
to salvage all engines and equipment from cap- 
ture before the enemy reached Sened, Gafsa, 
Redeyef and Sbeitla. This had to be done to 
save the future striking power of the II Corps. 

Everyone, from our CO down, will remember 
some vivid experience from this phase of the 
campaign for the rest of his life. On Sunday 
afternoon, February 14th, the CO of the 727th 
received a telephone call to come to Gafsa at 
once and bring enough men to run several trains. 
This sounded like the real thing. Col. Okie, Lt. 
Sterling, Lt. Norris, Lt. Howie, and 25 men 
from Company “C” drove to Gafsa. Lt. Williams 
of the B & B platoon. Company “A,” was sta- 
tioned at Gafsa in charge of repairing bombed 
track, preparatory to supporting an American 
thrust to the coast should our forces again at- 
tempt this move. 

At 8:00 P.M. the Commanding Officer of the 
American forces at Gafsa held a staff meeting 
and announced that the American troops would 
evacuate Gafsa by midnight. The evacuation 
was to be made in the utmost secrecy. This 
created a terrific problem for the 727th because 
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Some of the Men Who ‘Went to Work’ on the Mis 
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1st Sgl. Walker and Capt. Boles at Co. “,4” head- 
quarters, Tehessa. 


the railroad through (rafsa was still privately 
owned and had not been re(|uisitioned by the 
French Army and was. therefore, not tinder the 
control of the military. 

Three engines were commandeered and fired 
up. Lt. Howie and his detachment of Company 
“C” went by truck to Metlaoui, the main ter- 
minal of the Sfax-C'rafsa Railroad, to evacuate 
the engines and cars. There had been very little 
railroad traffic on this line because coal was al- 
most unobtainable. I he engines were cold and 
had to be fired up. The only trail to Metlaoui 
passed through Gafsa, and it was necessary to 
instruct Lt. Howie to send his truck back as soon 
as he arrived in Metlaoui. He and his men 
understood that they would have to get out of 
Metlaoui by railroad; otherwise they would be 
cut off and captured by the Germans. It was 
during this operation that one of our trucks, 
driven by Pvt. E. M. Barnhardt, became our first 


truck battle casualty between Gafsa and 
Metlaoui. 

There was terrific confusion at Gafsa as the 
French Army decided to move a detachment of 
Senegalese and Ghoume troops and all remain- 
ing mules by railroad. No one had anticipated 
ihis movement and it was a comical as well as 
an exasperating experience to watch the 
Ghoumes load their stubborn mules in the tiny 
French boxcars. The Americans had to load 290 
tons of artillery ammunition which they could 
not afford to leave. There were not sutticient 
iroops to load this ammunition so the 727th had 
lo do this also. Finally, at 2:45 A.M., or two 
hours and forty-five minutes after the combat 
troops had left town, the last train pulled out of 
Ciafsa. 

Lt. Howie and his detachment from Company 
“C” reported by telephone that they were hav- 
ing good success in firing up the engines they 
found in Metlaoui. At first, the French civilians 
at Metlaoui were very hostile to the Americans, 
thinking they had come to steal their engines. 
When they learned that Gafsa was being evacu- 
ated, everyone went to work and helped. 

There was also confusion on the highways be- 
tween Thelepte and Gafsa. Conflicting orders 
had been issued with the result that the rear 
lines were stationed ahead of the front-line com- 
bat troops. To complete the rout, at daybreak 
Monday morning the Germans came over and 
strafed the highways and railroads. The first 
train out of Metlaoui was strafed about 15 miles 
south of Thelepte. 

Lt. Howie and his gioiip had done a mar- 
velous job. starting eight trains out of Metlaoui 
which to all intents and purposes would have 
evacuated all the important railroad ecpiipment, 
troops, and personnel in that sector. The rail- 
road from Metlaoui to Thelepte runs through 
a rough, semiarid, sparsely settled country. 
There were a number of large bridges and sev- 
eral tunnels on this line. About 25 miles south 
of Thelepte the railroad crossed a long masonry 
viaduct at S’Bou Bakar. For some unknown rea- 
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Water men on duty at the f)nmp, Armandy 
Algeria. 


Col. Okie and the men he led to 
safety f}om behind the eneffiy 
lines at the (ructal point in the 
Afriffni rampatgn. 


rapidly from Gafsa on riielepte and Kasserine. 
drove the American forces from I heleptc, went 
through the pass and up the railroad toward 
Haidra, xvhere they were finally stopped by a 
combined force of British and American troops 
that had been sent down from the north. Tlie 
detachment of “C ‘ Company in that area, on 
being cut off, hastily departed from Moulares 
via the desert for Tebessa. WHien it became 
necessary , that same night, to evactfate the rail- 
road equipment in the Thelepic area, the “A ’ 


()n rhiirsday morning, the day the Ameri- 
cans pushed through Kasserine. “A ’ Company 
moved approximately 30 locomotives and 300 
cars in Haidra. Actually, every bit of ecjuipment 
at Kasserine was moved except one car with a 
prefabricated bridge on it. This car had been 
derailed by the French and was rerailed by the 
727th but could not be evacuated because no 

French 


engines were available at that time 
captain decided that he and a group of French 
soldiers would lake one of the locomotives from 
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Haidra, go to Kasserine and bring out this last 
car. When we returned to Kasserine several 
weeks later, only remains of the locomotive were 
found. It had been stopped by a dozen artillery 
shells when only two hundred yards from the 
car. Most of the group were never heard of 
again. 

The evacuation from Kasserine and Fhelepie 
and the transfer of troops to stop the Germans 
created a tremendous problem. It was not only 
necessary for the 727th to bring up food and 
supplies for these troops but it was also neces- 
sary to keep all of the motive power and cars 
at Tebessa ready so they could be evacuated on 
almost an hour’s notice. Actually, nearly every 
piece of railroad equipment was evacuated from 
Tebessa and it was not until 60 days later that 
this equipment could be replaced in service. 
The Germans did not capture Tebessa but they 
came so close to it that all of the American supply 
dumps were mined and it was just a matter of 
a little more push by the Germans and they 
would have destroyed the Americans’ main 
supply base in eastern Algeria. 

A digest of Lt. V. E. Williams’ notes tells a 
vivid story of the work which the R B platoon 
accomplished in this trying time. 

Feb. 2: Reconnaissance made from Gafsa 
to Sened found that track was damaged in 
five places, one large crater blown, and ten 
rails required to put line in service. Had 
begun repair work on the morning of Feb. 

3 when we were told to withdraw to Gafsa, 
and abandon this area to the Nazi advance. 

Feb. 3: At night we followed one of our 
engines out of Sened. About three miles 
out the engine stopped, with the engine 
having trouble keeping up steam pressure. 

At 2:00 A.M. we got her rolling again. The 
engineer really took off this time for it had 
been over three hours since we had seen a 
vehicle or an American soldier ... I was 
never more overjoyed than when I saw the 
town of Gafsa with American soldiers at the 
pass guarding the city. 

Yet when we left Gafsa the following day, the 
engine conked out. “This is one of the many 


The 727th Railway Operating Battalion 

instances,’’ wrote Lt. VV^illiams, “in which there 
has been a Supreme Being taking care of us.’’ 

Feb. 7: Lt. Williams. Sgt. M. P. Miles 
and Cpl. Wernsing made a bridge recon- 
naissance, and checked etjuipment at Gafsa 
and Metlaoui. 



Repairing track damage near La Meshiana with the 
aid of native lahnr. 


Feb. 17: The B B platoon turned into 
an S-4 platoon, loading ammo and gasoline. 
On the rettirn trip, Pfc. W. C. Brown was 
inj tired when he was sideswiped by another 
trtick. .\nd to make it a full day, the pla- 
toon helped evacuate a truckload of French 
refugees and a load of Rangers. 

Feb. 17: The platoon was ordered to 


Digitized by 


Go gle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITf OF MICHIGAN 



(Tnp) Tuufi'ng ii fH k'heuiht'hf ofi (h& pTM. tvl^ of u-^yk tU Tt^^hessa 

^ sutfann^ irac^. n^ ft(g€ndf, 


Digitized by Gotfole 


Urigiral fr;m 

UNIVERSfTY OF r/ICHI6.AN 




32 The 727th Railway Operating Battalion 

Kasserine Pass to help run a train Irom Kas- ing up supplies to the advancing armies and 
serine to Sbeitla for evacuation purposes. corps. On March 29th, all tracks were open 
In this move the group was assisted by an for operation from Gafsa to Sened and Kasserine 
Arab engineer, who consented to run a to Sbeitla. 

train only after a pistol was put against his There was much unfair and unjust c riticism 

stomach . . . .\jjjerican Army because of the Kasserine 

Fhe B & B platoon took out the eighth and catastrophe. One division was almost complete- 
last train from Kasserine that was to leave the ly wiped out, with less than a hundred men re- 
pass for two months. It was a dangerous job. rnaining in some of its battalions. Although 


in some 


and lYtaining wall for a coal clnite at the Tehessa shof}. Everyilnu^ lom tutrted by 
hand here includhui the turnlahlc. 


with the night sky illuminated by burning tanks 
and weapons caiTiers—a night, says Li. Williams, 
his platoon never forgot. 

From February 20th until the 24th, the bat- 
talion waited tensely. Then, almost as siulden- 
ly as they had attacked, the troops of CJeneral 
Rommel retreated, destroying bridges as they 
went. Company /‘ A ’ rebuilt these bridges al- 
most as soon as the Ciermans had cleared the 
area. They soon gaineil a lieahhy respect lor 
the various types of mines— Teller and bouncing 
—which had been placed on bridges and tlieii 
abutments. Close behind A*‘ came “C, mov 


American lorces were forced to retreat every 
man had done his best. The 727th could justly 
feel proud of the part it played in this first 
battle. The battalion received a citation for its 
work. 

()ur medics came in for their share of activity 
during this phase of the campaign. Enroute to 
a Gafsa assigmnein. Pvts. Luther Hall and Win- 
fred Wagner were strafed by a German plane 
At Sbeitla, the small clciachment. headed by Lt. 
Robert E. Osburn and Sgi. Arnold C. Kirby, 
treated patients from other organizations, in- 
cluding the 1st Arnuned Division, and infantry 
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1 

(STARS AND 


and quartermaster units. The work at Kasserine 
was made more difficult by the French hospital 
there having been booby-trapped. Perhaps the 
most harrowing but successful operation per- 
formed by our medics involved the treatment of 
an Arab who had been badly injured by a mine 
explosion. Using morphine anesthesia, the 
Arab’s right arm was amputated five inches 
above the wrist with the only available surgical 
“instrument”— an old hack saw and blade. Two 
leg wounds were also cleaned and closed. The 
operation was performed in an open field. So 
well did our men do their work that five days 
later the patient was well on his way to recovery. 

About this time we could begin to see victory 
ahead in North Africa. The II Corps had joined 
the British Eighth Army at El Guettar, and 
were slugging it out toward Tunis and Cape Bon 
Peninsula. We continued to open up rail lines 
toward Tunis and Sfax, the latter being the 
main base of the Eighth Army. 

March was memorable in another small but 
important respect. We actually got some laun- 
dry washed, and although its finished condition 
was not anything like the stuff we had seen hang- 
ing on the wash lines back home, it was better 
than what we had been used to among the cacti 
of Tebessa. 

April and May saw the wind-up of the North 
African campaign. More and more, despite 
faulty track and dilapidated locomotives and 
cars, the 727th was keeping things rolling. On 
May 13th, some of our engines hauled several 
trainloads of prisoners back over the road to 
Tebessa. Rommel was not among them, having 
escaped to fight again another day. We were 
beginning to understand our French conductors 
and Arab brakemen a little better, and in gen- 
eral, we were operating as a team that had the re- 
spect of all units it supported and worked with. 
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Ghost Of Casey Jones! 
Here’s A GI Railroad 


NEAR TftB TUNISIAN mONT 
—That fuDous o 1 d. Amertooi 
dlUj. ‘I've Been Workinc on the 
Railroad.'* now U being warbled by 
U. 8. soldiers as they labor- with 
.45’s on their hips and railroad 
tools in their hands. 

They are oommandeered by Capt. 
Aubrey Cary, former roundhouse 
foreman from Alexandria.. Va., 
are operating the only Ol-rail- 
road in North Africa. It's 120 
miles long, and quite a few trains 
make the trip each day with sold- 
iers handling all Jobs from engine- 
ering to rebulldiiig old cars in the 
work shop. 

Since they took over on Jan. 28. 
the boys have nm into enough 
problems to set Casey Jones as- 
pinning in his grave. The meter- 
gauge tracks; Algerian. Tunisian 
and Sfax-Oafsa Pho^^te Mines 



. . . plenty of trouble . . . 


locomotives dating back to 1895; a 
square roundhouse and a turntable 
that has to be pushed by 10 to 20 
men has actually lopped 30 pounds 
off Capt. Cary's once ample mid- 
riff. 

OLD HANDS 

Originally this soldier railroad 
crew came under the heading of 
Biglneers. Now they're called the 
Transportation Corps. They dont 
care. Probably 80 percent of them 
came to the army with a railroad- 
ing background and they feel right 
at home admist steam, soot and 
smoke. 

Rank doesn’t count for much In 


this outfit when there's work to 
be done. When we first saw Capt 
Cary, he was tugging on a switch. 
His face was begrimed and a huge 
plug of chewing tobacco bulged in 
bis jaw. 

"Just look at them boys.” be 
hollered, "just locA at them. NO 
coal chute. They have to load Ik 
on the engines by hand. 

"Nobody's repaired any of these 
locomotives for three years. We 
have to do it and we get our spare 
parts off the Junk heap. When wo 
get through here, these soldiers 
will be able to put an engine to- 
gether blindfolded." 

The topkick is John Dennis, of 
Kent. Ohio. He's a Jack of aU 
trades. But his hardest Usk is per- 
suading the Arabs to work. They're 
bossed by one Benjeddah. 51 yean 
old. who was a sergeant himself, 
in a native oompiuiy during the 
last war. Dennis calls him somi 
classic names, but' BenuJeddalL 
who understands not a word of 
English, smiles and accepts the 
cursing as a compliment fof hie 
fine work. 

SHOP FOREMAN 

Another lad who has his troubles 
la 1st Lt. Jesse U. Norris, of New 
Orleans. He's the shop foreman, 
the same Job be held for the 
Southern RR in New Orleahs in 
peace time. 

Lt. Norris' chief needs are lum- 
ber and steel to rebuild the freight 
cars that tote valuable loads to- 
ward the front. His shop always 
is filled to capacity. It was pretty 
tough that day when two engines 
I collided and 13 cars suffered the 
results. And when 23 other carg 
broke loose and rolled down a hill. 
They were loaded with flour— and 
it looked as though a snowatonh. 
had covered the landsdape. 

But work goes on 24 hours a 
day and engines keep rolling: The 
boys barrack across the yard la 
a huge cactus patch, some of the 
planu growing eight feet taU. 
All of them ^t coal dust when 
they have time to spit. 

Soon, they hope to extend opera- 
tions to Gabes and Tunis, using 
the last-war ears now dacking 
over these rails— ears with the 
rain • worn painted signs, "li 
Hommes, • Ghevaux.” 


A writeup of the 727th which was printed in '*Stars and 
Stripes” 


We had furnished crews for the Oued Keberit 
line, prepared for a January attack, operated 
trains in the evacuation of Gafsa, “been in” on 
the Kasserine Pass, repaired or assisted in the 
repair of seven major bridges vital to supply and 
continued advance, and accomplished it in a 
way that drew commendations. 

On June 21st we werq relieved of our duties 
by the 713th, and transferred to Tabarka on the 
Mediterranean coast to recondition, re-equip 
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and prepare lor something ihai was in the wind, ever such achievements were at all possible. 
Whatever it was. the battalion felt ready for W'e were really a battalion now— in spirit as 
anything. In spite ol discouraging odds its men well as in a sense of real accomplishment. Our 


{Above) Throwing out rail on the Tebessa wye . . . x^ielow) Ii(Hhw^^ Tnharka on the Alediterraneanat 
the end of the North African rampaign—Maj. Moss, Lh Hu key and IJ. Perkins in foreground. 


had gone through the first test, had followed a surplus of morale was to be drawn on in the next 
victorious Allied Army with trains that ran and niission that was shaping up— the operation in 
supplies that moved in time and on time when- Sicily, 
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Sicily 

A MOST COMPLETE OPERATION 

A Real Job With ^^Blood and Guts” 


S ICILY, when we arrived there in mid-July 
to help support the Seventh Army, wasn’t 
much more than another geographical name to 
us. It didn't remain just a name for very long. 
There was ivork to be done because the Seventh 
Army was determined to finish this job in a 
hurry. On July 12th, the day after our first ad- 
vance party arrived at Licata from Africa, we 
sent out a train to check and repair track be- 
tween Licata and Campobello. Finding the track 
broken in several places, we made repairs the 
same day. The main reason for the trains soon 
starting to roll was our getting on the job im- 
mediately. 

The dominating geographical feature in 
Sicily was, of course, Mt. Etna, surrounded by 
foothills and the sea. Sicily was an island of con- 
trasts. When it rained, villages which clung to 
the side of cliffs appeared about ready to wash 
down the slopes into the sea. When the rain 
stopped, almost as suddenly as it began, the gaily 
painted donkey carts would be on their way 
again over the narrow winding roads that linked 
the towns of the island together. 

Lt. Richard O. Bennett of Island Base Section 
described some of this in a few lines in his poem, 
“Panorama of Sicily." 


Lumbering carts, hogging the road; 

Nondescript trucks, frequently towed; 

Diminutive donkeys, loaded for bear; 

Horse-drawn taxis, seeking a fare 

Fine old homes, pride of the nation. 

Beautiful to see, but no sanitation; 

Well-equipped schools, without a scholar, 

T emples of learning, surrounded by squalor 

The Seventh Army was driving inland under 
the picturesque, profane, but sure guidance of 
General Patton. He, and others, had estimated 
the campaign would take 85 days, partly because 
of poor communications and transport. Actual- 
ly, the conquest of Sicily took only 38 days. 

More, perhaps, than in any other campaign 
in which we participated, our army depended 
upon us, simply because fast and efficient truck 
transport was impossible on what passed for 
roads. How we accomplished our job is told 
elsewhere in this book, over the signature of the 
late great General Patton who ran the Sicilian 
show. 

Nearly every section of the battalion hit 
trouble from the start. From Palermo east to 
Cefalu it was necessary to use civilian signalmen 
under GI protection. Our signalmen usually 
followed Company “C" trains, but on some oc- 
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casions they managed to lay wire and repair 
breaks ahead of them. Much wire was badly 
cut up by bombing and small-arms fire. Sabo- 
tage accounted for other snarls, such as fine wire 
wrapped around major circuits on the lines. 

Our two track platoons under Capt. Boles 
learned quite *a bit about tunnel repair in a 
hurry. The first tunnel west of Enna was found 
caved in at the tunnels center. It was cleared 
by hand and then cribbed up. Near Isola del 
Femine, a picturesque name for a town more 
picturesque than sanitary, an 800-foot tunnel 
damaged by demolitions was reopened by our 
battalion with the assistance of Italian workers. 
In Sicily we captured and used our first Roth- 
Wagner bridging. 

Company “A ’’ had the job of water supply. 
From the beginning, water was a problem. Sgt. 
John L. Denson displayed great ingenuity in ob- 
taining it. There was very little of it— so little, 
in fact, that some locomotives were given water 
from five gallon cans. Water cars and trucks 
were pressed into service in a hurry, and by 
August 12th, there was sufficient water in the 
southern section of the island so that boilers 
could be washed. There were enough locomo- 
tives for the campaign in both northern and 
southern sectors, and by some judicious part- 
stealing, about 1 80 were kept in continuous ser- 
vice. Train operation was handled from three 
headquarters — Palermo, Licata and Caltani- 
setta. 

Typical of the improvisations that became 
second nature to the 727th during this period 
was this account by a member of a train crew: 

Ran out of water at San Stefano, August 
12, 1500 hours. I contacted . . . LST376, 
Chief Engineer, and he strung a 400-foot 
fire hose from ship to locomotive and gave 
me 5,000 gallons of water. During this op- 
eration six German planes attacked ship 
and locomotive. No hits were scored by 
German planes. Watering operation con- 
tinued until completed and an engine fail- 
ure was averted. 


On many days in the Sicilian campaign it was 
necesary for nearly every man in the battalion to 
work around the clock. On some of the ammo 
runs up to the front Company “C” crews oper- 
ated to within easy earshot of Long Toms and 
other big guns firing the ammunition that the 
727th had brought up to the lines just a few 
hours previously. 

Since we were not attached to Military Rail- 
way Service, as we had been in the Tunisian 
campaign, the battalion did its own staff work, 
tactical planning, and maintained liaison with 
the supply office (G-4) of the Seventh Army. In 
addition to operating 350 miles of railroad that 
had been sabotaged and damaged in many places 
many times, we had to perform the function of 
railway traffic officers in five ports, numerous 
base dumps and railheads. What made plan- 
ning particularly difficult was the distance of 
various parts of the battalion from one another. 
Men and equipment were scattered from one 
end of the island to the other. This is what the 
Yankee Boomer had to say about it shortly after 
the campaign's close: 

The Sicilian honors conferred on the 
battalion as a whole were for a job probably 
unparalleled in railroad histor}^ It landed 
its advance reconnaissance party as soon as 
a bridgehead had been established. Taking 
over an unfamiliar railroad system in a hos- 
tile country, it suffered under bombings 
and in the mine fields as did the combat 
troops, but nevertheless delivered the goods 
exactly as though it were running trains 
back in the States in peacetime. 

The 727th, in Sicily, had thousands of pas- 
sengers who rode the cars with mixed emotions 
—some were happy about the whole thing; 
others were morose at the turn of affairs that 
had given them a free ride. They were, of course, 
Nazi prisoners who had been captured by the 
Seventh Army. But for every Nazi who rode 
back over our rails, almost seven GI's rode up, 
with the battalion transporting thousands of 
troops into and out of the campaign. Uncounted 
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(Top, I to r) Somewhere in Sicily: T/5 Counts, Lt. 
Perkins, Carter, Patterson and Lineberger. {Front, 
I to r) Sgt. Parker, Cpl. Counts, Lt. Perkins, Sgt. Stump. 
Januseski: {Rear) Berry, Herkalo, Beck, Carter. 

{Center) Chow {10-in-l) at Gerbini being '‘enjoyed'' 
by (/. to r.) Sgt. Wilson, T/5 Carter, Sgt. Ufheil, Pfc 
Flanders, Capt. Mauncy, Lt. Cabra, T/5 Piersall, T/4 
Pridgen, T/4 Hoi lie, T/4 Deeney, T/5 Palmer, T/5 
Hull, Pfc. Koenig . . . Sgt. Owen with a Sicilian diesel 
that ran. {Bottom) POW's boarding LST . . . Capt. 
Mauney, Lts. Bowen and Cabra xvith the "400" in Sicily. 

were the homeless who hopped a ride. Particu- 
larly unwelcome guests were the scavengers, 
camp followers who moved from one stricken 
area to another to take advantage of the black 
market. 

Palermo fell on July 25th, leaving the great 
port open for supply ships to come in. Our trains 
immediately began transporting supplies east- 
wards toward Cefalu. Palermo was the main 
railroad center of the island, and Sicilian officials 
seemed more than willing to assist in every pos- 
sible way. Headquarters was transferred to Pal- 
ermo. Use of civilian personnel under the sup- 
ervision of 727 th train and engine crews was 
authorized to operate trains, build communica- 
tions, and repair tracks and facilities. Palermo's 
large locomotive shops were placed in operation, 
and their storehouses were operated by our Bat- 
talion Supply personnel under Sgt. Robert E. 
Honea. 

As Patton's army advanced toward Messina, 
new ports were opened and railheads estab- 
lished. One big task was to memorize the names. 
Trapani, Napola, Termini-Imerese, Cefalu, San 
Stefano, Pirato, Gerbini, Campofelice, and 
many other ports and railheads became common 
terms. 

Events moved so rapidly in the Sicilian cam- 
paign that it is hard, in retrospect, to combine 
them into a connected story. Most of us well 
remember the sounds of the German fighters 
coming down out of the clouds to bomb our 
hastily set up railheads, especially at Palermo, 
and the healthy, alert crack of our tank guns up 
at the front. Nor shall we quickly forget the 
brilliant colors of the island, with its brightly 


painted houses shining against great rocky hills. 
Also to be remembered will be the sight of our 
own cars lurching along the track behind our 
engines that ran, by the grace of God and pirated 
parts, much longer than we had any right to ex- 
pect. Other such things which stand out were: 

• The improvised hospital quarters in a 
very swanky apartment in Licata, which soon 
acquired the name of “Wonderland.” 

• The Medical Detachment that got its first 
taste of working with malaria cases when about 
five per cent of our battalion came down with it. 
With no hospital available, the resourceful 
medics set up their own. Sgt. R. L. Stewart and 
his squad performed in an outstanding manner. 

• The big blaze at Licata when three run- 
away cars loaded with gasoline, ammo and mis- 
cellaneous supplies crashed into other cars in 
the Licata yards and started a fire which con- 
sumed 25 carloads of supplies. With gas drums 
and shrapnel flying about in a way that scared 
even the most carefree, our personnel on duty 
managed to pull out other carloads of supplies, 
keeping the fire to a small area until it could 
burn itself out. Here Sgt. Ken Phillips, Cpl. 
Joe Canzoneri, and several others really earned 
the decorations they later received. 

• With the main port line from Palmero tied 
up two locomotives and two head cars collided 
and turned over. Capt. A. M. Cary of Company 
“B,” and Sgt. A. Jurney of Company “A,” 
cleared up the derailment in record time with 
inadequate equipment, such as wrecker trucks. 

• The big load of hay, salted with hand 
grenades, which Company “A” men removed 
from a tunnel in Caltanisetta Centrale. There 
were many such obstructions. 

• Company “C's” mess operation, which, as 
always, was on a 24-hour clip for anyone from 
the battalion who turned up and could use a 
little hot chow. It was a mystery to everyone 
how the mess sergeant kept stocked up with fresh 
eggs at Caltanisetta. 

By September, tonnage and troop movement 
on the 727th trackage was averaging better than 
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Zhe Wreckage of War — J f^ew Mut Old Story iu Sicily 


W'e had to rebuild this yard in Pa 
Sicily f after our bombers struck it 


Captined Italian railway guns near Paler 
mo, Sicily. 


Our bombers took the locomotion out of 
this locomotive in Sicily. 


3,000 Ions daily. Because of a coal shortage, in 
part made less severe by Navy help, civilian pas- 
senger service was cut down. When the Ameri- 


cans established control over the island, plans 
were made and put into effect to turn the rail- 
roads back to native Sicilian officials, who were. 
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PATTON LAUDS MRS UNIT 

Railroad Battalion Cited For 
Work In Sicily Campaign 
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OSMKRAL PATTOH 

LAUDS MBS UMIT 
(ContliiMd from 1) 

ally, was led by two heroei of aa •»> 
■unltlon train e.q.losion #iioh ooourred 
during the Morth afrioan oampaign* They 
were Major Charles 0. Butler^ of Lake* 
land. Fie.., who stood in the midst of 
an inferno to direct the work of drag- 
ging to safety the oars not yet reaohed 
by the flames, and Capt. Marrin L. Hor- 
ton, Kooky Mount, li*C., who piloted the 
looomotive which disentangled the flsm* 
ing wreckage. Both reoeiTed Soldier's 
Medals. Horton was promoted to captain 
after the Sicilian battle. 

Obstacles in Sicily were a railroad 
man's nightnare. There were demoli- 
tions, and mines by the hundreds, whioh 
the 727th personnel handled by them- 
selwes, thus releasing engineer units 
to join the combat troops* 

Sabotage was enco ntered, and surli- 
ness on the part of the civilian work- 
ers. Very little was known in advance 
about the operation of the Italian 
equipsient, nor the system of dispatch. 

Trains were bombed and strafed* They 
were fired upon by ground troops, for 
as fast as a section of road was wrest- 
ed from the enemy it was put into use 
supplying the front lines* 

In spite of these handicaps, "The 
opening of the rail lines end organisa. 
tlon of the Italian railroad personnel 
were made so rapidly that rail servioe 
was inned lately availeble in the port 
of Palermo when it opened on the 28th 
of «iuly, and servioe maintained from 
that port in spite of bombing attacks 
and sabotage"* the oommendation said. 

As for Colonel Okie's Soldier's Med- 
al, the Intrepid Alabaman from Birming- 
ham calmly sauntered into a yard where 
a warehouse filled ¥rith ammunition was 
burning and exploding, to take charge 
of the work of removing amounition 
trains endangered by the blase. 

The citation noted particularly that 
Colonel Okie not only told thdsoi under 
him what to do, but pitched in along 
with his men and helped them do the 
job. 

It. was General Gray vdio conferred 
the Tunisian citation upon the 727th. 
The men of the battalion were the rail- 
road heroes of the has serine fightings 
the advance in January, the retreat the 
following month, and the final victor- 
ious sweep- 

In January the advance parties act- 
ually got ahead of the patrols and 
wrested French locomotives from the 
Axis troops in bitter fighting. Colon- 
el Okie won his Legion of Merit decora- 
tion in the retreat of February. 

Trying to save a trainload of ammun- 
ition that had been abandoned, the col- 
onel and his party were cut off by Ger- 
man tanks. They destroyed the train, 
and then Colonel Okie led his detach- 
ment, augeiented every mile by panic- 
stricken civilian refugees, down into 
the desert and around the southern 
flanks of the eneny to safety behind 
the Allied lines. 

The 727th is composed largely of 
personnel from the Southern Rkilway. 


MILITAET BAILEOAI) M£K 
Among the prizes of the Sicilian 
campaign were some three hundred 
locomotives and three thousand cars, 
two-thirds of them in good order. 
Among these were a large number of 
new German cars. Brigadier General 
Gray, director general of the Military 
Railway Service, said the other day 
that British and American railway men 
were operating 420 miles of track the 
third day after the first landings Yes- 
terday a dispatch from North Africa 
told that the American Army's "crack 
727th Railway Operating Battalion" 
had been cited by General Patton for 
its skill and swiftness in running Sicil- 
ian trains under fire. 

A short while ago three officers and 
three enlisted men of the M. R. S. got 
the Soldier’s Medal for switching cars 
away from a burning ammunition train. 
This is what you would expect of good 
railroad men. Their work is of great 
moment, and they are doing it well and 
bravely. In 1942 the Army Transpor- 
tation Corps was established to direct, 
supervise and coordinate all transpoita- 
tion functions of the War Department 
This is an enormous job, covering ship- 
ments by highway, rail and water. 
Major General Gross, director general 
of the Army Transportation Corps, said 
in Jime that more than eighteen million 
measurement tons of cargo had been 
shipped overseas, more than twice as 
much as was shipped during the whole 
period of American participation in the 
First World War; and that four times 
as many troops had been moved as 
were moved in the same time duiing 
that war. You get some notion of what 
mechanized war requires in the mat- 
ter of transportation from the state- 
ment of General Gross that 
it takes seventy-five trains and 2,700 
cars to move an armored division 
with its 3,700 or more vehicles by 
rail, and to move it overseas with its 
reserve complement of equipment 
and supplies takes at least fifteen 
Liberty ships in addition to the 
necessary troopships. 

There is a West Point at Fort Slo- 
cum where dispatchers, engineers and 
machinists are trained to be officcr.*i 
It would be ungrateful to forget such 
officers and the men they command. 
Their service isn’t showy but it is in- 
disp^sable. 
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Director General takes great pleasure in 
announcing the following commendation 
from Lieutenant General G. S. Patton, Jr., 
Commanding General of the Seventh 
Army; 

“During the initial operations of the 
Seventh Army in the Gela-Licata-Porto 
Empedocle Area, an Advance Party of the 
727th Railway Operating Battalion landed 
at Licata on 12 July. This advance detach- 
ment made a reconnaissance of the railroad 
yards, organized native rail workers, located 
equipment, had steam up, and made a re- 
connaissance of the rail lines within four 
hours after landing. Within twenty-four 
hours after landing, supplies were being 
moved by rail to the 3rd Division on 13 
July 1943. On 15 July, the second incre- 
ment of the Advance Party landed at Licata. 
They immediately made reconnaissance of 
rail lines, communications and equipment, 
placed key men in strategic rail junctions, 
established RTO’s at railheads and port 
clearances, and effectively organized the 
Italian rail system in spite of many handi- 
caps of demolition and enemy destruction. 
This accomplishment relieved the truck 
transportation for use at more critical 
points in advanced area. The main body of 


the Battalion arrived on the 23rd of July 
and the necessary plans had been so well 
formulated by the Advance Party that the 
entire Battalion was moved into action in 
numerous rail operations extending over 
the entire western part of Sicily. The open- 
ing of the rail lines and organization of the 
Italian railroad personnel were made so 
rapidly that rail service was immediately 
available in the port of Palermo when it 
opened on the 28th of July, and service 
maintained from that port in spite of bomb- 
ing attacks and sabotage. This Battalion 
worked day and night to accomplish its mis- 
sion and was a strong influence in the move- 
ment of supplies to the front lines during 
the Sicilian Campaign. The initiative and 
the perseverance of the officers and enlisted 
men of the 727th Railway Operating Bat- 
talion, working on a strange railroad and 
with strange equipment, without regard to 
personal safety, are a credit to the Military 
Railway Service and traditions of the ser- 
vice as a whole.” 

Is/ Carl R. Gray, Jr. 

It/ CARL R. GRAY, JR. 

Brigadier General, USA 

Director General 
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OPERATiOPJS FROM POTENZA TO PISA 

Ripping the Soft Vnder-BelLy of the AxU 


T he liTSt units of our battalion 10 enter Italy 
Tvete: “A” and the signal section 
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Company "A" accomplished there 'ItTcl tided no 
rnoonlight escapades of a Shakespeariatt HiHiirc; 
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constructing trackage iti ^ 
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demolition and fire. Water stations were also 
destroyed, but 727th water service men had been 
up against that sort of thing before in Sicily, and 
soon dev ised ways and means of obtaining water, 
and of restoring damaged equipment to service. 

Before leaving, the Nazis had put into opera- 
tion an ingenious device that was something new 
in the art of wrecking a military railroad. They 
had constructed a huge plow which they con- 
sidered to be so successful that they wrote of it 
in operational bulletins issued to their troops on 
all fronts. The plow was towed behind three 
locomotives and dragged down the middle of 
the track, ripping through every crosstie for 
miles. Another demolition machine did almost 
as much damage by blowing out every section of 
rail in a track. All in all, about 200 to 300 miles 
of track were left completely unserviceable. 
Company “A,” working on the simple theory^ 
that what had been torn out could always be 
put back, spent weary days and nights proving 
their point. It was here that Sgt. John W. Shan- 
non won his recommendation for a commission. 

The Company put in bridges at Capua, 
Teano, Gargliana, Cecenie, Telemone: and tun- 
nels at Itri, Sparinise and Massice. What had to 
be done looked impossible, but by the end of 
October, our first “letter" company could al- 
most guarantee that the railheads would be only 
a few miles behind any part of the front line. 
The war in Italy was a bitter “shootin’ war," 
and the railheads had to be near the shooting. 

The remainder of the 727th was fretting in 
Sicily, well aware that its help was needed on the 
Italian mainland. How they got into action 
again forms one of the classic stories of the 
727th’s history, and is reprinted here in part 
from the account in the Yankee Boomer: 

So they told the railroad operating bat- 
talion they would have to move more than 
500 miles by highway. “But we haven’t 
enough trucks to move a whole battalion," 
murmured the commanding officer. “We 
will give you the trucks," came the reply. 

Most of the soldiers in the battalion are 


The 727th Railway Operating Battalion 

hard-bitten railroad men to whom a truck 
is just a gadget that backs up to a freight 
dock to take away something that a freight 
car has brought into the station. “They’re 
not such good trucks," Ordnance admitted, 
turning over 160 assorted vehicles, “and we 
expect that you’ll lose about ten per cent of 
them in transit. ” 

The officers of the battalion agreed that 
the trucks weren’t so hot. They had gone 
through an entire campaign. They needed 
a variety of repairs such as would have made 
a third echelon maintenance officer ask for 
rotation, but the Colonel knew what he was 
doing. He selected WO (J.G.) James E. 
Weaver, of Rocky Mount, N. C., and Sgt. 

A. A. Wiegert for the over all survey job— 
and it did mean overalls . . . He assembled 
a crew of mechanics to supplement his small 
motor-pool force, and although most of 
them were well versed with the intricacies 
of steam power, only a few were familiar 
with what goes on under an auto hood. 
Anyway, they went to work on broken axles, 
fouled fuel lines, leaky water pumps, flat 
tires, ignition trouble and the other things 
that can go wrong with 160 six-by-sixes that 
have been taking one hell of a beating in 
a war . . . 

The Boomer goes on to say that somehow the 
battalion was able to leave Palermo and arrive 
on the Italian mainland on November 10th. 
The article continues: 

The convoy commander knew his disper- 
sal tactics. In fact, he landed at Italian 
beaches scattered from hell to breakfast, 
but very little difficulty was encountered 
getting under way again on the mainland 
. . . The trek cross-country started. It was 
uneventful for most and with the exception 
of an expected number of repairs, such as 
flat tires, clutches to adjust, leaking oil lines, 
and broken axles, they proceeded on sched- 
ule. Ordnance had told them [the battalion 
motor pool personnel] that they could ex- 
pect a ten per cent loss of vehicles for this 
trip. I'hat would have been 16 trucks. The 
battalion score was only one truck, left be- 
hind because of faulty brakes, an ordnance 
repair job which would require many 
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hours to repair. Driving of this vehicle 
might have proved disastrous over a tough 
mountain stretch if it accompanied the con- 
voy, so it was left for repairs the first night 
of the four-day trip. 

As soon as it arrived at Salerno via its make- 
shift truck convoy, the 727th was speedily made 
aware of its Italian duties. It was to relieve the 
192nd Railway Operating Group of the British, 
and operate the railway lines between San Gio- 
vanni Barra at Naples and Agropoli, the line be- 
tween Battipaglia and Potenza, and another be- 
tween Nocera Inferiore and Avellino. 

We were to support the American Fifth and 
a part of the British Eighth from the Salerno 
beaches and the port of Naples. It was an ex- 
acting job army headquarters had entrusted to 
us, and would have been almost impossible if it 
had not been for our ‘‘on-the-job” experience in 
North Africa and Sicily. 

At this time the situation in Italy, or the “big 
picture,” as we called it was as follows: Britain’s 
Eighth Army, after biting into the toe and heel 
of Italy from the Straits of Messina, had ad- 
vanced rapidly up the Italian coasts to meet the 
German armies that were rushed south to hold 
them. The American Fifth Army established 
itself to stay. Mussolini had fallen from power, 
and part of Italy had gone over to the Allied 
side. The Germans had withdrawn to a line 
north of the Volturno River— the same river 
where Company “A” was accomplishing its 
bridge-building operation. The two armies 
(Fifth and Eighth) established a new line ap- 
proximately 30 miles north of Naples and across 
Italy. 

One factor that helped in our early days in 
Italy was the fact that when we were off duty 
(which was seldom enough) , it was possible to 
get out of the rain. Headquarters and Service 
Company and Company “B” were billeted in a 
schoolhouse, while Company “C” stayed in a 
former Italian barracks, which they left consid- 
erably cleaner than they found it. 

After a brief period of “taking it easy” on 


sight-seeing tours, and an occasional movie in 
Palermo, in Sicily, the battalion was once more 
matching Company “A” in volume of work ac- 
complished. In our first five days of Italian op- 
eration out of Salerno, we averaged 4,700 gross 
tons daily, exclusive of passenger trains in opera- 
tion. This accomplishment was the more re- 
markable inasmuch as we were working over 
new track, utilizing scraps of information from 
Italian officials and referring to hasty notes pre- 
pared by the British outfit we had relieved. 

On November 25th, more recognition for in- 
dividual members of the 727th came through. 
Soldier’s Medals for heroism in extinguishing 
a fire which threatened an entire yard and ammo 
area in Fiumetorto, Sicily, were awarded to 1st 
Lt. David M. Perkins and Sgt. Millard M. Bart- 
lett. Sgt. Allen C. Metzger was awarded the 
Legion of Merit for outstanding work in repair- 
ing locomotives, roundhouses, and cars. Signifi- 
cantly enough, Sgt. Metzger was raised in Al- 
toona, Pennsylvania, home of the country’s larg- 
est railroad repair shops. 

In the final month of the year, the 727th did 
something a little different from sweating out 
foreign roads in the vital job of supplying a fight- 
ing army. The work went on, of course, but in 
their spare time, 22 of our men, sparked by 
Cpl. William Allen and M/Sgt. Ken Phillips, 
planned and prepared a minstrel show to be pre- 
sented for the battalion’s entertainment some 
time around Christmas Day. The swanky Saler- 
no Opera House was the only possibility for an 
auditorium, but it had already been booked for 
December 24-25. However, the Special Service 
Officer for the Salerno area agreed to turn the 
Opera House over to the 727th for an Allied 
Show from December 27th through the 31st, in 
which our own minstrels and an English variety 
show provided the evenings’ entertainment. 

The house was jammed to the rafters every 
night with troops from the area. The perform- 
ance was given on New Year’s Eve for several 
hundred British and American combat troops 
who had returned to Salerno for hospitalization. 
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catastrophe. General Gray appointed a board of 
five olficers, headed by Lt. Col. Okie, to make a 
formal investigation. Fhe board met at Salerno. 
Language diliicullies made the procedure slow. 
'The entire testimony was recorded by Sgi. 
Frovick. In two days all of the railroad men at 
Salerno even remotely connected with the acci- 
dent had been (juestioned. With Italian railroad 
officials the board got ready to start on a trip to 
(oiuact all others concerned and to visit the 
scene of the accident. 

At Pomecagnano, Balvano. Baragiano, and 
several other points along the way, Italian rail- 
road men who had information regarding the 
accident were interrogated. The board of in- 
quiry inspected the tunnel itself and madenota- 
pleiely to the Italian State Railways. In an at- lions, (juestioned Italians regarding tunnel ven- 
lempt to determine the facts surrounding the tilation/ track condition in clamp weather, and 


(Above) A diesel collision south of Rome (Below) 
Campo Leon, a junction point Itetween Rome and 
Anzio. 
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previous similar ciiHiculties with locomotives. 
In the meantime, a similar accident had oc- 
curred in a tunnel further south, near Baragi- 
ano. Although there was but one fatality re- 
ported, the board was ordered to investigate this 
accident also. After traveling as far as 1 aranto, 
at the extreme southern end of Italy, the board 
returned to Naples. 1 he stenographic record- 


To complete a disastrous month, old Mt. 
V^esuvius, which had been smoking away in 
comparative contentment for many years, like 
an old man with a good pipe, blew its top on 
March 18th, and erupted lava and ash for six 
straight days and nights. Railway traflic between 
Naples and Salerno was suspended for several 
days because the tracks became covered with 



(Left) A typical Italian wartime civilian passenger in a tunnel at Balvano on the Potenza line, siiljncating 

train. (Right) A few of the more than 500 corpses almost all on board. The accident was never really 

taken from the Italian passenger train which stalled explained. 


ing of the investigation was transcribed, dupli- 
cated and forwarded to General Gray. 

Although the investigation included testi- 
mony of dozens of Italian railroad officials and 
employes, as well as U. S. Army personnel, little 
was actually brought to light as to the cause of 
the accident and responsibility therefor. After 
a careful review by General Gray and his staff, 
it was officially termed “An Act of C»od.“ 

There were almost nightly air raids. On 
March 15th, that part of the battalion stationed 
in Naples was caught in one that lasted 45 
minutes, the target being the harbor area. One 
bomb blew the side and roof off the building 
in which motor-pool personnel were asleep. 

I here were many lucky escapes, but lucky stars 
went to Pvt. Doyle West, who had just moved 
his cot from one side to the other of the little box 
car in which he slept. Seconds after he had done 
so a large bomb fragment tore through the rool 
and floor at the spot where his cot had stood. 


cinders at Nocera Inferiore. Nearly 700 freight 
cars were backed up north of Torre Anunziata 
and in San Giovanni yard as a result of the 
eruption. 

Preparatory to their taking over port and yard 
operation in a part of the Naples area Italians 
were put to work in April. May and most of 
June passed in comparative c|uict, but with long 
days and nights of work. There were rumors of 
another shift. 

June saw us moving up to the “Eternal City.” 
Rome was the proud capital from which Benito 
Mussolini had boasted that under Fascism his 
trains ran on time. Now, protected by the Ger^ 
mans in Northern Italy, Mussolini must have 
wondered at the poor hand dealt him by the 
fortunes of war. Here were .\merican railroad- 
ers making Italian trains run on time without 
the benefits of Fascismo. 

.\ glance at the record showed good work. 
P’rom January to July our tonnage figures out of 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITf OF MICHIGAN 


in Italy 


61 


Naples were marked at 245,000 for January and 
492,000 for June, with a grand total for six 
months of 2,725,165 tons. More than 900 cars 
had been moved out of the base port in one day, 
in addition to movements arriving from the 
south. As many as 27 freight trains were made 
ready for operation daily out of the port's main 
yard to railheads and other outlying districts. 

Our new job called for the taking over and 
operating of the West Coast Lines from the 
vicinity of Anzio, the original diversionary 
beachhead that was so costly to take and hold, 
through Rome and then north to as close to the 
front lines as possible. Capt. Connerat, Capt. 
Mauney and Lt. Perkins reconnoitered the area 
with a party of men and the battalion followed 
them on June 21st. 

It was a fast-moving front for several reasons. 
Northern France had been invaded by all the 
might the Allied Expeditionary Force had been 
able to assemble in England. Names like St. Lo 
and Cherbourg were headlines in our Yank and 
Stars and Stripes, The Fifth Army had captured 
Mt. Cassino, joined our forces at Anzio, and 
moved straight into and through the city of 
Rome. German armies were now withdrawing 
rapidly, so rapidly that their previously 
thorough demolition technique was limited to 
bridges and tunnels. 

As fast as possible the Fifth Army was opening 
railheads to the north. Our operating distances 
lengthened rapidly until the Germans managed 
to stabilize a previously prepared line in the 
vicinity of Pisa. All of our companies except 
“B” were now stationed in Rome. That com- 
pany remained in Naples to service locomotives 
for other railroad battalions. 

By the end of the month, the 727th was op- 
erating about 150 miles of main track that in- 
cluded the territory of Porto Nettuno, through 
Rome to Grosseto. In July, we handled 2 1 1 ,000 
tons and 531 trains. Company “A” went back to 
earning more bridge-building laurels by begin- 
ning a 320-foot bridge which would open the 
main line to Leghorn. Reports reached us from 


Naples that Company “B” was duplicating the 
main effort in its own special way by turning 
317 electric locomotives and 1,350 steam loco- 
motives per month in the roundhouses there. 

In September we again received movement 
orders, and spent the middle of the month going 
through the familiar pattern of preparing for 
shipment by water. Company “A” preceded 
the battalion to France by a week, to repair a 
bridge near Romans which army engineers had 
passed up. On September 27th, the remainder 
of the 727th left Naples, sailed north between 
Corsica and Sardinia, and anchored in the har- 
bor of Marseille two days later. 

One memorable incident that happened at 
Naples before sailing will be long remembered, 
particularly by the members of Headquarters 
Company. Supply Sergeant Beverly Younger, 
veteran of World War I and life-long resident of 
Los Angeles definitely did not care for salt 
water. During the water trips Beverly could 
always be found in his bunk. The unusual part 
of his seasickness wasn’t that he was the first one 
to be sick but that it stayed with him all during 
the voyages. At Naples there was considerable 
delay in loading the ships for Marseille and 
Toulon. While most of the men were reading, 
sleeping, or engaging in bull sessions waiting 
for their time to load, the pride and joy of Los 
Angeles was anticipating his trip with little en- 
joyment by feeding the fishes from Naples docks 
for hours before he set foot on the gangplank. 

Shipping the motor pool equipment pro- 
vided another odd incident. To load the motor 
pool ecjuipment the 727th was assigned a British 
Liberty ship. About the time that loading 
operations were to start there was a strike 
among the regular native loaders. A crew of 
inexperienced civilians were put to work and 
their first task was loading six heavy tanks in the 
hold. After these were stowed away the motor 
pool equipment was secured below decks and 
the lighter recons and jeeps were set on deck. 
The six tanks were quite forgotten until the 
rough waters between Corsica and Sardinia. A 
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(Top left) Sgi. Kadinger and squad at woih near 
Cecina . . . (Top right) A Roth-Wagner bridge under 
construction ... (Right) The bridge over the Garigli- 
ano River constructed by Co. 
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Mill Majada 


N a battalion of 847 men it is unlikely that one will 
find one man, with the exception of the top officers, 
who is known to all the officers and men. However, 
there was one man— an enlisted man— who was known 
to all by siffht or at least by reputation. He was 
William "iVo Middle Initial* Bajada. 

Bill was a short, thin, quick-tempered (•!, born and 
raised on the island of Malta. 

During his teens Bill came to 
America to live with a brother in 
New York City. Before leaving 
Europe he spent several months 
travelling through Italy and 
France seeing the wonders of Na- 
ples, Pornpei, Rome, Marseille and 
Paris. 

He entered the sennce and went 
overseas early in 1942. He was 
transferred to the 727th in Decem- 
ber, 1943, while the battalion was 
at Salerno, Italy. 

His ability ns an interpreter was 
unsurpassed. Unlike most inter- 
preters, who can only translate the 
spoken word. Bill could speak, 
read and write English, Italian, 

French, three different Arab 
tongues, and the slang expressions 
of the Sicilians thrown in for good 
measure. His presence at joint 
meetings between militaiy and 
civilian railway officials, at acci- 
dents such as the incident at Balvano, Italy, and on the 
investigations which followed were not only familiar 
but expected events. His previous trips to points of 
interest in Naples and Rome sailed many hours of 
valuable time for the CPs with whom Bill trai'elled 
and for whom he acted as interpreter on his off-duty 
time. 

It has often been said that a felloiv doesn’t kid or 
play practical jokes on you unless he really has a liking 
for you. Bill must have been liked by all because he 
was the butt of many practical jokes. 

In the spring of 1944 he thought he would like to 
visit his family and requested a two-week pass to 
Malta. He was informed that he would hax>e to have 
sufficient money to cover all expenses to and from 
Malta before he could get his pa.ss. Finding himself 


short of cash, he mentioned it to some of his buddies 
who promptly told him to *'see the chaplain.** Bill 
took this advice seriously and relied on one of his 
associates to get the chaplain on the phone. After a 
twenty-minute discourse on his proposed trip he was 
informed by the ‘^chaplain** that as soon as Bill had his 
pass he was quite sure he could assist him on the 
financial end of it. Bill was in 
a spot— he couldn’t get the pass 
without the money and couldn’t 
get the money without the pass. 
After Bill had worried sufficiently, 
his buddies came through with 
the necessaiy greenbacks and Bill’s 
request to fly to Malta was grant- 
ed. Before he left, he again had a 
call from the ’^chaplain” offering 
his assistance and $100 of his per- 
sonal funds. This act alone put 
^'Chaplain Jones” at the top of 
Bill's list of ”good guys.” Bill 
thanked him again and again for 
his offer and continued for months 
afterwards to rax’e on about what 
a good job the army chaplains 
were doing. 

He never met “Chaplain Jones” 
and until he reads this he prob- 
ably neifer guessed that it was 
another practical joke and that 
“Chaplain Jones” was a T/5 in 
the medical detachment. 

On another occasion, in Naples, Bill complained 
about the food not being up to the standards of his 
former outfit. Asked why he didn’t put in for a trans- 
fer back to this unit he replied, ”I think I will.” He 
had no desire to do this except to emphasize his com- 
plaint and immediately forgot about it. However, the 
wheels started turning; blank stationery was sent down 
from higher headquarters, a fake special order was 
cut and mimeographed, then distributed to ”all con- 
cerned.” Bill zeas called in by the personnel officer, 
handed copies of the orders, told how his work had 
been appreciated, that he would be missed and that 
the adjutant leanted to sec him directly. The adjutant 
added his polite remarks and informed him that the 
executizie officer wanted to see him. The major didn't 
say much more than the others except that the motor 



Bill Bajada, at St. Peters, Rome. 
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"France 


SUPPORTING THE SOUTHERN INVASION 

Railroading to the Rhine 


W E landed at the ancient harbor town of 
Marseille, on the Gulf of Lion, in mid- 
afternoon of September 29th. The old church 
of Notre Dame shone in the sun at the top of 
Steep Street, one of the real crossroads of the 
world. Having learned how in POE prepara- 
tion days in the States, the 727th went over the 
side on landing nets and travelled to shore in 
amphibious craft. 

We did not spend much time in the city, soon 
taking off in troop trains for our eventual desti- 
nation, the city of Lyon. Our train was side- 
tracked for several hours in Avignon, one of the 
centers of painting and once the place of exile of 
the Popes. We arrived at Lyon a few minutes 
before midnight at the end of September. 

It seemed good to have a change of scenery 
and an opportunity to learn first hand of the 
habits and customs of another illustrious nation. 
We began picking up a few handy phrases which 
were calculated to help us get some trains roll- 
ing. The little language guides the Army issued 
about this time proved handy aids. 

The overall picture was changing fast. Gen- 
eral Patch with his Seventh Army and the 
French First Army had invaded southern 
France on August 15th. This landing show was 
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witnessed by Britain's Prirtie Minister, Winston 
Churchill, chewing his inevitable cigar. With- 
in three days the success of the landing was as- 
sured. Intelligence had discovered weak spots 
in the German setup in southern. France, and 
the Allied forces had hit them at lightly de- 
fended areas around St. Tropez, St. Maxime and 
St. Raphael. 

The Nazis were undone primarily because 
their defenses had not anticipated the mobility 
and fast-jabbing striking power the Western 
Allies’ military machine was now capable of 
unleashing. Strong defenses around Nice, 
Cannes, Toulon and Marseille were almost use- 
less when the Allies crashed through the light 
beach fortifications, and quickly drove inland to 
encircle these main defenses. 

Insofar as the transportation picture was con- 
cerned, it soon became clear that we had not 
been brought to France merely to enjoy the 
view. Supply lines were extending from 50, 100, 
300 and up to 400 miles inland. Mechanization, 
which had accomplished much, now posed this 
problem: where to get gasoline to run the 
trucks, tanks and weapons carriers that were tak- 
ing the Seventh into the mountainous areas of 
the Rhone? Gasoline was taking a premium 
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priority over ammunition, and even— some- 
times— food. We had high hopes for this jab 
into Festung Etiropa, and the speed of the ad- 
vance was exceeding the highest hopes. 

Along the beaches, and back up the Durance 
River Valley the rail lines were in relatively 
good shape. Fritz had pulled out too fast to 
do much real damage there. But the Germans, 
past masters of the art of fighting a delaying ac- 
tion and hamstringing communications and 
transport as they withdrew, had done a real job 
in the broad valley of the Rhone. On either side 
of the river, heavy tonnage lines rolled up from 
Marseille, greatest port of France, through the 
heart of the country to Paris. These lines had 
to be opened because the Alps line along the 
Durance had heavy grades, and could carry only 
light tonnage. Light tonnage was inadequate for 
carrying all the material that the Seventh Army 
was now calling for. 

Therefore, on October 2nd, the 727th was 
ordered to deploy all available personnel from 
Lyon, our headquarters, to the railroad lines 
and establish control over the movement of 
military supplies. It was a big order, and the 
727th got on the job immediately. Our men 
“took off*’ with rations and the names of the 
towns in which they were to operate. Only re- 
sourceful and seasoned railroad soldiers could 
have done this job. In all, there were 17 cities, 
ranging in size from villages to the large centers 
such as Dijon and Epinal, where Seventh Army 
advance headquarters was located. There was 
also Grenoble, a town which was a Resistance 
hotbed and seat of the famous Grenoble Uni- 
versity where American graduate students came 
to study French literature in more peaceful 
times. Company “B,** as usual, ran a check on 
roundhouses to establish the motive power 
situation. 

Winter was making things difficult for our 
troops. The Rhone River rose to flood stage, 
recording the highest water mark since 1840. 
The Saone also went up to record flood stage. 


The 727lh Railway Operating Battalion 

Twice in November the tracks at Domene, near 
Grenoble, were flooded to such depth that op- 
erations over that section of trackage were sus- 
pended. But these were not isolated instances. 
Overflows pulled Company “A** men out to iso- 
lated passes and ravines time after time. 

Two railroading accomplishments many of 
us will remember as highlights of the work in 
France occurred about this time. To expedite 
handling of priority cars that were to be routed 
over our 600 miles of track, a form called a 
“Switch List and Passing Report** was drafted 
and approved by headquarters for universal use. 
This made it possible for us to keep track of all 
our shipments and was of great help to the Sev- 
enth Army. Major Mullen established an ad- 
vance headquarters at Epinal, but even with 
careful utilization of men, engines and cars, 
traffic became so heavy that it was necessary' to 
aid the French with 727th personnel from out- 
lying points, where they had been stationed 
since shortly after their arrival at Lyon. 

The load was lightened when the 759th Rail- 
way Operating Battalion moved into Dijon, and 
our trackage was cut down to 450 miles. This 
was easier to administer and operate, as was 
proven shortly after Christmas when von Rund- 
stedt made his break-through in the now-famous 
“Battle of the Bulge.*’ Troops and materiel were 
rushed over our lines, by now well-organized to 
stand the strain. We had managed to keep 126 
trains moving on this territory even when the 
November floods threatened to wash out the 
lines. Additional traffic, compared with flood 
conditions, was almost no problem at all. 

The other feat was the construction by mem- 
bers of Company “A,** under Capt. Beard, of an 
1,800 foot bridge over the Rhone River at 
Avignon, with the help of a company of army 
engineers. The proposed bridge was considered 
necessary to connect the east bank main lines 
from Marseille with western France and the 
Spanish border, and with northern lines to 
Dijon and Paris. Flood conditions and high 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



73 





in Frature 


wimU oifulc the m«.k 
l>ui h r:i.>mpi€ietl in iwtml likrc.rA 
spanioVt^r ihc thaiind pa.nif5:ml liver 

u> pjijfS iimlev it., ' . . \ 


iifg iheii .heaviest l(Honiouves. liiu laiei, after 
fi:ius h inspetthiir ami the type of hand-waving 
fhav goes witfi any (Gallic itrfiv w 
iti<?d i( and cpiiekly and getiernuJiry ac^ 


( T np) rimvsv&f gykrti rail fmeonntered in France 
. : \ (C^vniet) i'rrrirh rar t'vtimlen . . , (^BuUorn) 
Hintf/fUtndsit nl Dfjtleis « : 


(TopjyHfnmrihouSf ni A mheri tit, Frntirr . y. :{iStnt€r) 
La Mriivhf . {Bottom). A 


This feat bix>ught sonie “mdi-la-la's” from edged ix as a teat jmr excellence; Oti the strength 
cynical French engineers who did not believe of this success, '‘A*'\Gompany buili a similar 
the i SOO-foot; bridge^ deck pile and bridge at a later date over the 

tmiber bridge trestle--was capable of sjt^ppon- SeurrCr France. Timberis were not avaiiable at 


some 


! .r. — — " -'V - — 



' ' \ . 





: ■'•v'- ,\V-- 





' - ' '* ' ' = _ ' •. 





Uri^i* : f| -lY'i 

n~ rnu^A J 


Digitize- ! v GjO glC 



Digitizes by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY CF MICHIGAN 



in Franci‘ 


^ ii mtlts mirlh 

4)f V!iii[iru rr:.}.r: ' <H ■ 
/ 7/e >// (} nut^ f*n 1 f H Fy on ' . . (fp y<\Cfi 

Y^^y'';Fyf^i\- . ^ sewHt '<'(} 

\ .' . ,'- 

tfie btidge sut^v so IJit? ViVerr fOio #ntt€ 

f(jrest lamj iu^ar ih^ Siviss beiUer; tui timbers 
hiv piling, and haiiled them Iwk over 

where rOnstrdt- 


pany; Ca^ Cv MaiMieVf With 1st 
.Sgr F; Sykora. Ut Sgi. K |:^ H 
Ut figt. F. L. Huston ctK>rditiate<r^m^^^ 
the work ilia t was pertor^U^i :hi 


roads to the bank of the riv 
lion wait i n progress, 

Deceinber bttUight us an aunivei'sary— rhe 
serond year of oversea^ d city the 7^^7th. Jt 

also brought US' oiir battalion special iusignia, 
vyhkh had been developecl two years earl ier: 1 1 
Was man ulactiired m Lyon- a city ^vliidi has xi 
long imdiuoiv bl gdtj^^^ 


Thv oft V\e irark 

iif'^yXTYrHifhUs 


with the decorations, programs, refrejsh' 
meins, etc.v wii h t st Lt. \S, Davis making 
arrangcineins i(>r thei program . 

Maj Mullen was largely instrumental in 
securing a movie projector anti three ex- 
cellent short filtnsv consisiihg of Ghris^^^ 
carok and animated carttxms wltich de- 
lighted the children inidydkely . . , The 
party \vas originally planiied to take care 
of 6(t0 children; hiiWever/ it was estiinaied 
that l,80flperstnis were Company 

'*B” assisted in setting ujp heautig appa- 
ratus; lighting effectsV and Other facilities 
around the hall for tlie comfort and can- 
venieiHc t)f all concerned . . . 


Ftoofl tide nn tire Hhps^^: lihyXYf ^ 

I lic big eve! n was a held for 

those who necrled and appm’iaied i t^nost: the 
orphaned children of the ar<,^ Vt44 those chil- 
<1 rett whose fa thers \vere in ferried rfe' nvork i n g 
in labor cainps in Cieitna%; Many mernbers of 
the baUalion haila hadtlin the program. Capi. 
E. B. ednnevat's hisioritalnptes frbtiv this pe 
od of our stay in France preser^y of the 

spiriF<d the 

All tuembers of th saved ami 

thmafed candvv^ Whidi tlmy receivetl 

ibhn fuhne and some pf which came from 
theil PX rations. Fhe rrless sei geahts in 
var iou Jr wa ys saved flour, sugar, chcKOla le, 
MiUk and other necessary items for the 
of cookicji and hot c!kh 0laic\ 


■'/I ■ F'liiPXt 


To give the party a modern touch, Santa 
Claus or St. Nkhoks^ as dbe liide French guests 
dlQuted when he appeajed, dame riding into the 
party in a jeep. 


prtparat 

Many niembcFS of the battaUcin work 
prepare and deebtare a large hall at the 
Caserne Viicribleries in whidr to hold the 



V r 


76 



The 727ih Railway Operating Battalion 

I'he following day, civilian newspapers car tame in for high praise and appreciaiion. Gen- 
ried articles and pkiures of the event. I'his eral Azan, Commander ol French headquarters 
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as well as three others which had been at Avignon, wrote lo Capi. Beard, Company “A’ 
at Amberieu, Grenoble and Valence, commander; 
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and engineering feats aiu! coinplicatcd stbetb 
uling have beerv forgotten, 

()f iticidentaf interest is the fact that on this 
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the depktioii of the ETO and the route of our 
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Pigitij;-: CjjO 


' ■; r.HirA 



Digitize^^ »*■ 


Go gle 


JNiVE; 


ij'igirfal Itorri 

S‘T CF F CH.FAM 



727th- ^^Ithdugh Contp^itriy *• A7 was ^ 

work ot) the Avignon britige projef.t, .liiu in ibe 

fialloivibg: Uht<J was^^ 

Lt, 0^};- :i.'^ assigned to tlie’ 7 W 

Grand I>ivBiot> as CO ancl Gt-iter;^! SuperiiiV'^ 
tendem'. l4vGol. John M. Ext^t niive 

cer of the TOhli R.G.l)., assiuned /C^Mninrtnd ut 

>he:727^h::;^^ 

Toiinage in the two months IttHotving the 
holidays xvas rlvpving hath north and south; with 


Si . ',\ir ^.v . fnnid v; / It t Udd i cu. of £ v o n , 
4/. r/»/r l^U;^ ; . . Stmftds 

spctiai army ihK»ps being moveti to \IarseillG 
f<;>r shipmvnt h> the Ghh^v.tVnrhiadndia iheaier 
oi nar. Grpssiiauhttg e(*(tijl|.n,iictn ifon> imrtli- 
ern V^emdi pans to tltc south wvs bedmu'ng a 
bigger part oi f>or duties. Gotn patty '"Ih*' m 
addition to other <lu ties/ \v‘a;s utnHn^ IS XhSA 
locomotives a day at die Lvcm tOtindJbousc 


Digitizer: i 


Go glc 


CHK 


82 


The 727th Railway Operating Battalion 



Our Christmas party 

where they were stationed, while a portion of 
the company was sent over to the Valence round- 
house to relieve the 713th. The car shop pla- 
toon at Lyon took to the road many times to 
repair journals which were running hot on 
United States boxcars and flatcars. In the Dijon 
district for February, 450 trains carrying a total 
of 240,000 tons passed northward. 

Late in March the rumor came that the 7 1 3th 
Railway Operating Battalion would be moving 
out of Marseille, and that their old sidekick, 
the 727th, would be taking over their territory. 
Planning for the move began immediately. We 
sent dispatchers, operators, car record clerks and 
chief clerks to Marseille to become familiar with 
the great Mediterranean port at which the bat- 
talion had disembarked months previously. It 
looked like a big job. From 300 to 400 miles of 
track would have to be supervised— important 
trackage running from Nice through Marseille 
to Lyon. With Marseille this meant taking over 
about 900 miles of main-line rails and an assort- 
ment of large and small ports, railheads and rest 
centers that now dotted this territory. We took 
over this area on April 5th. Although it was a 
big order for the battalion, we moved into it 
willingly. 

Meanwhile, in Germany, the Ruhr had been 
penetrated at last by three great armies— the 
First, Third, and Ninth. Victory was coming 



program, l.you, 1944. 

closer, and we read the Stars and Stripes closely 
for news from all fronts. 

But the Army was still the Army. We were 
just getting settled into the new routine when 
a new order crossed the adjutant's desk: 

Effective 1800 hours, April 18, the 727th 
Railway Operating Battalion is relieved 
from any responsibility for Military Rail- 
zvay Service in France. 

Trains were ready and waiting on the 18th 
for the battalion to move up into Germany. By 
midnight on the 18th we were loaded and on 
our way, picking up some of our personnel who 
were stationed out on the line at Berre, Miramas. 
and other points en route. 

We could not call our work in France our 
most exciting operation, for many of the dangers 
we had faced in other areas were missing. But 
from a railroading standpoint, it was a brilliant 
stand-out in our record of achievement. Our 
battalion had operated from the focal points of 
Lyon and Marseille over all of southeastern 
France. We had supervised the movements of 
more than 600 trains a month, and forwarded 
428,000 net tons to the armies during the same 
period. It made good reading to hear that the 
Chief of Transportation listed the tonnage fig- 
ures of all totals since D-Day in France, and that 
the First Military Railway Service, of which we 
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were a part, had exceeded tonnage figures of the 
Second MRS, even though the First worked 
over greater distances with only one third as 
many men. We had demonstrated that we could 
supply an army in the field, keep it rolling, and 
then, after the sound and fury of a campaign had 
died down, restore the lines to civilians as a 
smooth-running railroad system. 

Semper in Tempore had developed into more 


than just a nice-sounding Latin phrase on a rail- 
way battalion’s insignia. It was the summing up 
of achievements that had not even been dimly 
foreseen when our 800-odd men were assembled 
in a hastily-thrown- together camp in Mississippi 
in 1942. 

Up ahead were the green hills and dark rivers 
of Germany. Would we be fortunate enough to 
make that our last real wartime job? 
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Qermany 

THE END OF THE WAR 

The 727th Rolls Over the Rhine 


A pril 2 1st, 22 nd and 2Srd, in clear spring 
weather, our companies arrived at Ludwig- 
shafen in Germany, a city situated on the Rhine, 
directly opposite the once-great textile manu- 
facturing city of Mannheim. The two cities 
were connected by the “Ernie Pyle Bridge,” 
which was completed soon after our arrival. 
Across this bridge most of our operating equip- 
ment moved. It was our mission to work out 
from Mannheim through Heilbronn, Lud- 
wigsburg, and Stuttgart (where formerly was 
located Germany’s most modern passenger sta- 
tion) . 

We were on the heels of the Seventh Army, 
which was rolling on in the direction of Munich. 
We stayed so close in one case that advance ele- 
ments of the 727th were moving into Heilbronn 
while white flags were flying and the Army was 
still mopping up snipers posted at strategic 
points along the Neckar River. 

It was a question at this time which armies of 
the Allied forces— Eastern or Western— would 
reach Berlin first. That question was settled by 
General Eisenhower’s announcement that the 
Russian armies should have the honor of enter- 
ing the capital of the Reich before American or 
British elements would be permitted to do so. 

85 


On the evening of April 23rd, the first train 
of Company “A’s” equipment crossed the Ernie 
Pyle Bridge, and the following morning a test 
train went out to Heilbronn. It did not take 
long to open the line for business, in spite of 
many destroyed bridges, bombed yards and main 
tracks blocked with many abandoned trains. 
Gasoline and ammunition were soon moving 
over the rails to forward distributing points. Our 
reconnaissance parties also went out to Stuttgart, 
Darmstadt and Frankfurt preparatory to open- 
ing up lines radiating from these important 
centers. Frankfurt, which resembled our own 
Washington, D. C., had suffered heavily from air 
raids. Darmstadt was a terrible object lesson in 
what can happen to a big city which resists an 
army that is determined to get through it at any 
cost. Most of Darmstadt’s big elms still shaded 
the streets, but back from the sidewalks, whole 
blocks of houses stood silent and desolate, their 
windows shattered by the big guns, and the walls 
emitting a characteristic odor of wet plaster that 
was common to all former German strongholds 
in which the fighting had been severe. 

On May 6th, a line was opened to Ludwigs- 
burg where a gasoline dump was established. 
The completion of the Neckar River bridge at 
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Stuttgart meant that a line would be open 
through Esslingen and beyond to Munich. In 
the course of the month the line was opened to 
Darmstadt and Frankfurt, where trains were 
interchanged with the 718th Railway Operating 
Battalion. 

Col. Budd and Maj. Mullen had the problem 
of disposing of thousands of carloads of German 
freight which had been left in all stations and 
yards. Useless freight for the most part, freight 
that had to be assembled, classified, and unload- 
ed so that the cars could be used to haul military 
supplies. Capt. Cary sent crews to stencil all 
captured equipment in order that there could be 
an accounting with our allies. 

Company “A’' had its work cut out for it. 
Allied air raids, which had helped the advance 
of our own armies, proved to be headaches for 
Company “A,” in that bomb craters added to 
the amount of reconstruction work it was neces- 
sary to do in important yards. This company 
was also reworking bridges built by Army engi- 
neers who were not acquainted with the fine 
points of railroad bridge construction. Thirty- 
eight main line trains were rolling daily. Yard 
crews were kept very busy at Mannheim, Heil- 
bronn and Ludwigsburg. 

Bombing and demolitions had also made the 
work of our signal section difficult. Until lines 
were laid and put in working operation, trains 
were moved in fleets in a pattern that the 727th 
had first tried in Sicily at a time which already 
seemed long ago. Company “B** was working in 
the large, modern but now bombed out shops 
at Mannheim and Heilbronn, repairing engines 
that had been strafed and were therefore in need 
of heavy repairs and tests. 

It gave the members of the battalion much 
amusement to learn that “back in the States” 
some schools were teaching that it was almost 
impossible to wreck a railroad by bombing be- 
cause damage was so easily repaired. A few pic- 
tures of some of our crews working on the 
wrecked spans of railroad bridges might have 
changed those professors’ notions in a hurry. 


The 727th Railway Operating Battalion 

If it was impossible to wreck a road, it was only 
because we had “worked over” enough wrecked 
roads from Tebessa to Darmstadt to get the 
“know-how” to accomplish the job. 

Since the Seventh Army’s main supply bases 
were established at Mannheim, the 727th found 
itself in its usual hot spot of having to operate 
a railroad center whose functioning might well 
cause an army to succeed or fail on the strength 
of its supplies. More yards and railheads had to 
be opened up to serve dumps, and this meant 
that more switch engines, crews and yardmasters 
had to be provided. Fortunately, the 7 1 6th Rail- 
way Operating Battalion arrived on the scene, 
and handled operations from Bietigheim to 
Stuttgart and eastward. 

An interesting development of the period was 
ihe work of reorganizing and rehabilitating for- 
mer German railway employees, all of whom, of 
course, stated that they were “nicht Nazi!” By 
the 28th of June, we were able to place our en- 
tire assigned territory under German operation. 
The personnel figures were impressive: Me- 
chanical, 1,250; Operating, 2,400; Maintenance 
of Way, 743, and miscellaneous German work- 
ers, 250. 

The problem of displaced persons became 
more acute the more deeply our armies pene- 
trated into Germany. Their movements kept 
our rail lines loaded. Hundreds of these refugee 
and prisoner-of-war trains were handled. It was 
during this period that we came to appreciate 
the costume of a well-dressed Russian DP, which 
consisted of a flashy cap, a blue silk shirt looted 
from a German home, a vest (no coat, since a 
vest was regarded as “dressier”) , pants, and 
boots. DP trains were something to see: men, 
women, children, dogs, sheep and personal ef- 
fects in the cars and on top of the cars. Waving 
improvised flags they were for the most part 
happy groups, singing and playing musical in- 
struments. On Russian trains there were bicycles 
which every Russian hoped to take back with 
him. 

After their three or four years of labor in 
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Bridge at Sarregemeine on French border. 


Highway bridge on an autobahn 


(Left) Gasoline tank car at Heilbronn ignited by spark from synthetic German coal 

. V . (Right) Some fine scenery at Heilbronn. 


(Center) The Hook 


This Tiger won't strike again. 


Railroad bridge at Karlsruhe, Germany. 


German prison and DP camps, very few of our 
men blamed the Russians, Poles, Italians and 
French who formed the main groups of German 
slave labor for “putting on a show” with any 
decent articles of clothing. 

Nonfraternization policies came down 
through the echelons of command, but it was 


difficult, sometimes, to observe them to the 
letter, particularly toward the children. 

Company “A V’ big job of this period was to 
build a bridge near Bietigheim with the co- 
operation of the 713th. A 110-foot, stone arch 
bridge, of wfiich five spans and two piers had 
been knocked out by the Germans during their 
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in Germany 


retreat, had to be reconstri^^ because the 
bridge was on the main line from Mannheim. 
Karlsruhe, Suktgaii irr^ When Ihe 

bridge was coui{>leit*<b again rouicd 

over this road, aitd die licKlish Hdlbnuiii route 
bct:amc ^ecdriclary. 

In a pci‘iod vvIh- 51 ■ 'route order" discipline be- 
caiiiea little mori' coinnion under the victorious 
but tired Aijiett Mwps, h is worthy of iiore that 
die (operations in Germany 

a ojjerating accident. I <) 

single one one co!T)i>ariy for mwtandingiaclii^^ 
tnent would be un fair to the ih t^e Others. A1 1 
established creditable rew^ 

I he point system was annouiiced, and when 
the luefit poiitt SYstem was adopted^ it: was dis- 
covered that i>ver 90 per cent of our battalion 


Siuvtp^rrsoj'^on^^^ and slave labor cam pi 


ihe defeat of the Na^i arniies an collapse 
of Hitler's GentW Fhe end caiive on a Wotr 
had earned sutiicient points m autboriie a trip derfnt spring day . Already, iiiMannheiiu and 
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ing g^irdcns tlrat would yield eiiou^ to get 
them dimugh the hard winter that they setvsecl 
lay ahead for a contjucrc^l people; Highways 
and various c^rs of our tmhts were to with 
the - liomelcss, the dispossessed* and the or- 
phanedv O natural reactipri to all this 

was to get honie. After three^^^y^^ 
a iustihable enough xvislr 

Soon after V'E DayV gOCKl nevvs arrived for the 
battalion . Col. Budd anriounced that i 25 of our 
highest-point men were to start for the States 
iniinediately. and 150 more WOtild Soon follows 
Because of the shortage of railroad men in dte 
Stales, it Was dedded to send us to tlie United 
States by plane, ^ibst of the riieinbers of the 
oudiv Vv'ere fknvn home by Way of Casablanca, 
nakar, Natal and Miami. The {irst gi'otip of 
men ^vho Hew home beat the firjit lOO-point men 
tvlio traveled by ship. By Septembef, almost all 
of iis who had inade up die original 727th Rail- 
way Operating Baftalioh were on vmr Way home. 

Lt, Perkins, the tol CO of die 727th. and Li. 
1 fickey stiiyed afte a original 727ih had 

gone back hoiiie and tmtil the; battaHoii was de- 
activated at Mannheim, Germany by TSFEl 
under General Order 112 of October 6. 1945. 
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Men of the 727th on a transport 
ing home, July, 
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The greatest war in history, which consumed 
more than three years of our lives as members 
of the 727 th Railway Operating Battalion, made 
an unforgetable impression on each of us. We 
were molded by our experiences; mostly for the 
better, we hope. If this book has focused the 
more important experiences in clearer perspec- 
tive it will have succeeded in its purpose. 

It was not possible to record a great many of 
the details of surroundings, events and situations 
in which we found ourselves. Little things, such 
as the latrine sign: “Deposit Old Razor Blades 
Here” . . . the warm, flat taste of canteen water 
on practice hikes at Shelby . . . the interminable, 
monotonous stretches of North Africa . . . the 
hot, teeming towns where Arab jostled GI and 
the end of the war seemed ages away . . . the deep 
blue skies of Sicily . . . the cold, endless rain of 
Italy . . . the hills of Rome . . . the bright, care- 
fully scrubbed thresholds in French villages . . . 
the pinched faces of hungry French youngsters 
. . . the deep, mysterious pine forests that ran 


along the Rhine above Mannheim— these are 
some of the things we remember which could 
not adequately be recorded in this book. 

We were a good railroad battalion, working 
for a good cause. We hope we left Europe better 
than we found it, freer if not as well-off as in 
prewar days. At any rate, we hope it will never 
against be necessary for us to go back there for 
the same reason. 

We hope the peace we fought to obtain will 
endure forever. It will take work, patience, 
understanding, and sacrifices from us all. But 
compared with the sacrifices we saw in the war 
—sacrifices which cost the lives of many of our 
best comrades— no self-denial is too great if war 
can be averted, not only in our time, not only 
in our children's time— but forever! 

The only type of order we want to follow in 
our future railroading days is not a special order, 
not a general order, but one that has the peace- 
ful reassuring ring of pounding drivers and sing- 
ing rails and the men who control them both: 


THE TRACK IS CLEAR!!! 


☆ 

The 727th 

Wishes to express its deepest esteem to 
its hard-hitting and bitter rival, one 
of the finest RAILWAY OPERAT- 
ING BATTALIONS ever organized— 
The 713th 
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Our Complete Koster 


Headquarters Ckmipany 

Okie, Fred W, Col, 700 Union Trust Bldg, Pittsburgh, Pa. I’uion 


Budd, John M, Lt Col, 332 S Michigan Ave, Chicago, 111. GiV 
Mullen, Carroll C, Maj, Hq 714th Ry Opng Bn, Ft Eustis, Va. USA 
Connerat, Edwin B, Capt, Hillcrest Apts, Court St, Lynch- 
burg, Va. So 

Wittekind, Harold H, Capt, 2921 Altura Blvd, El Paso, 

Tex. SP 

Boles, James M, Capt, 324 S Mill St, Lexington, Ky. So 

Hackman, August E, 1st Lt, 1818 W Charles St, Grand 
Island, Neb. UP 

Lambert, Donald L, 1/Lt, 607 4th Ave, St Cloud, Minn. GN 
Baker, Daniel F, CWO, 1814 Jefferson Ave, Covington, Ky. C&O 
Weaver, James E, WO (jg), Tallant Tfr Co, Hickoiy, N. C. 

Anderson, Claude C, Pfc, Flat Ridge, Va. 

Anderson, George E, T/5, East 8 Rockwood Blvd, Spokane, 

Wash. GN 

Asbell, Jesse, T/4, Shoals, Ind. 

Austen, Wesley M, T/4, 1120 B St, Fairbury, Ncl). UP 

Azcvedo, Myron J, S/Sgt, 213 Rose Ave, Pleasanton, 

Cal. Pac Cst Agg Co. 

Baird, Lyman R, T/4, 789 Holt Ave, Macon, Ga. GS&F 

Baisden, Joseph A, Pvt, 410 3rd Ave, Watervliet, N. Y. 

Bajada, William, Pfc, 209 Academy Ave, Sewickly, Pa. 

Bartlett, Millard M, T/3, 1601 St. Paul St, Baltimore, Md. 


Clinchfld 

Bates, Burton L, Pfc, RFD #1, Emporium, Pa. 

Beaudry, Raymond A, T/4, Irasburg, Vt. 

Beck, Richard B, T/5, 520 E Henderson St, Salisbury, N. C. So 
Bennett, Charles C, T/5, 1510 Spring Garden Ave, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. Penn 

Bettes, Leo W, T/4, 584 E Main St, Box 271, Walled Lake, 

Mich. GTW 

Black, Chester, Cpl, Spenger, Ind. 

Blackshear, James M, Pvt, PO Box 651, Starke, Fla. Gulf Ref 
Bolin, Donald E, T/5, RR ^1, Owensville, Ind. CCC&StL 

Boskat, Charles A, Cpl, 26 Sanford St, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Brady, William T, Pvt, 59-87 57th Drive, Maspeth, Queens, N. Y. 
Brunner, Clair B, T/Sgt, 25 Taylor St, Waupun, Wis. CMStP&P 


Burich, John, Pvt, 2 Clay Alley, McKees Rocks, Pa. 

Byrnes, John J, T/4, Pawtucket, R. I. 

Campliell, William H, Pvt, Elks, Nev. UP 

Canzoneri, Joe A, T/5, 712 N Bunker Hill, Los Angeles, 

Cal. SP 

Carlin, John H, M/Sgt, Route 2, Tuscumbia, Ala. So 

Carlson. Albert L, T/4, 425 Bridge St, Crookston, Minn. GN 
Carrozza, Michael, T/5, 721 Segel St, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Cary, Herbert R, T/5, Box 985, Alturas, Cal. SP 

Casey, Leon P, T/5, 13736 Madison Ave, Cleveland, O. 
Catullo, Daniel A, T/5, 456 Cedarville St, Pittsburgh 24. 

Pa. Penn 

Ciesco, Joseph S, S/Sgt, 1737 Atchison Ave, Whiting, Ind. 

. Consentino, John J, Pfc, Phillipsburg, N. J. NJC 

Copperthite, Robert L, T/4, 190 Coe Ave, East Haven, 

^nn. 
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Graggs, Gerald E, T/5, 2995 Tompkins St, Gary, Ind. C&IM 
Crane, James V, Pvt, 34 Junior Ave, Buffalo, N. Y. Buf Crk 

Cravcy, Joseph G, S/Sgt, Gen’l Del, Auburn, Ala. 

Creigliioii, John C, 1/4, 2116 11th St, Altoona, Pa. Penn 

Crist, William E, Pvt, 2333 Florence St, Blue Island, 111. 
Crowder, Charles H, Pvt, Yuma Hotel, 366-6th St, Yuma, Ariz. 
Dahlkamp, Wesley R, T/Sgt, 1134 Patten Ave, Springheld, 111. 
Dalton, Perry L, Pvt, 1374 Indiana Ave, Salt Lake City, Utah 


Davis, Charles A, T/4, 1050 N Main St, Anderson, S. C. So 

Davis, Clarence E, T/3, 913 Lincoln Way, LaPorte, Ind. NYC 

Davis, James R, 1/4, 1304 E Second St, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Derrig, Francis A, T/5, 2442 S Hicks St, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dill, Stephen A, T/4, Rt #3, Olathe, Kan. 

Duncuu, Roljert L, 1/5, 637 Oak St, Johnstown. Pa. Penn 

Duprey, Luther J, T/4, 15 Franklin St, Stillwater, Me. B&A 
Ebiy, Russell N, Pk, 402 Maywood St, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Elliot, Jon B, 1/5, 420 Ruxten St, Pittsburgh, Pa. Penn 

Erickson, Carl E, 1/4, Montrose, Minn. GN 

Esquivel, Bias, Pvt, 838 S 6th St, Kansas City, Kan. 

Flegel, Herbert O, Pvt, Linton, N. D. 

Flick, Cleatus R, T/4, 17 W Ridge Rd, Hobart, Ind. 

Foley, Edward J, T/Sgt, Merrill, Neb. CB&Q 

Frady, Oscar D, Cpl, Route 8, Charlotte, N. C. 

Fratangelo, Paul C, Pfc, 251 Mansion St, Pittsburgh 7, Pa. B&O 
Freund, Ralph L, Pvt, 1406 Sherman Ave, Pittsburgh, Pa. Penn 
Fritz, Ray E, Pfc, 4247 N Avers Ave, Chicago, 111. 

Frovick, Edwin T, T/4, 2722 Crown Point, Omaha, Neb. UP 
Fulton, Robert C, T/5, 814 Wilson St, Gallitzin, Pa. Penn 

Geiger, Paul V, 1/5, 311 N Clark St, Markle, Ind. Erie 

Gibson, Harry L, S/Sgt, 924 14th, Bellingham, Wash. NP 

Goodman, Elvin E, Pfc, 1020 W 42nd St, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Pac Elec—SP 

Gore, Travis S, T/4, Columbia, La. Mo Pac 

Graff, Joseph C, T/5, Star Route #3, Hondo, Tex. 

Hager, Frank F, T/4, 98 Broadway, Mauch Chuck, Pa. NJC 
Hale, James J, Pvt, Glencoe, N. M. 

Haynes, Ralph M, Pfc, Rt ^1, Carrollton, Ga. 


Heeter, Kenneth E, 528 E Woodland Ave, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Herforth, Frank P, Pvt, 1676 Perryville Ave, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Hicks, William D, Pfc, Rt #2, Derby, O. 

Hines, William T, Pfc, Rt 1, Box 118, San Antonio, Tex. 

Honca, Robert E, T/Sgt, Southern Ry, Danville, Ky. .So 

Howe, Edward M, 1/5, 25 State St, Marblehead, Mass. 

Hubble, Paul J, 1/Sgt, Jasonville, Ind. 

Hull, Charles R, Pvt, RR #2, Clearspring, Md. 

Hustiug, William J, T/3, 114 E Lincoln St, Stillwater, 

Minn. CMStP&O 

Johnston, Donald A, S/Sgt, Liberty St, Caribou, Me. B&R 

Johnson, Lawrence A, Pvt, 816 Spring St, Ellsworth, Kan. MP 
Joiner, William L, T/4, 2334 W **.\” St, Torrington, Wyo. UP 
Jones, John J, T/4, 1346 Liberty St, Allentown, Pa. iVest Elect 
Langley, Harry E, Pvt, Easton, Kan. 

LaRoeque, Ephraim R, T/5, Swanton, Vt. 

Leidholt, Robert J. T/4, 1110 Palmer St, Miles City, Mont. Milw 
Loeftler, Edgar G, T/Sgt, 420 Broadway, Jefferson City, Mo. 
Maculis, Joseph, T/5, RD #3, Dallas, Pa. NJC 
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Magarelli, Saverio, Pfc, *13 Ford St, Reyiioldsville, Pa. 

Mahon, Robert, r/5, 6316 4th Ave, Brooklyn, N. Y. BMT Transit 
Major, Richard H, 1/5, 1623 E 82nd St, Cleveland, O. Penn 
Mangiis, Benjamin F, Pfc, 216 Barren Ave, Johnstown, Pa. 

Beth Steel 

.Martine, Glenn A, Pfc, Box 528 Westwood, Cal. 

McCall, Walter A, l /Sgt, 605 S 7th St, Las Vegas, Nev. UP 
McCaslin, Harold F, Pfc, Ralston, Pa. NYOnt&W 

McCiowen, Carl L, Box 74, Independence, La. IC 

Miller, Clair J, Pvt, Box 236, RR^2, Connellsville, Pa. Petin 
Minniear, Billie L, Pvt, 2177 Belvidere, Detroit, Mich. 

.Mobley, Jesse W, 1/5, 420 Lincoln St, Waycross, Ga. ACL 

.Morris, Julian C, T/1, 2124 Highland Ave, Birmingham, Ala. So 
Morris, Malcolm H, M/Sgt, 1538 Jenkinson Ct, Waukegan, 

111. CMStPtP 

Mullin, Frank L, Pfc, 1813 Flatbush Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Nau, Raymond F, Pfc, 127 N York, Deailx)rn, Mich. Wabash 
Niehaus, Henry M, F/l, 2301 Polk St, Apt 2, San Francisco, 

Cal. C;rTW 

Nolan, William D, T/5, 705 Spruce St, Bristol, Pa. Penn 

Oelrich, Harr> G, T/1, Rt #1. Guthrie, Minn. \P 

Owens, Marion H, I'/Sgl, Route #2, Ellenboro, N. C. 

Patterson, Harry B, Pfc, 77 S Mt V'ernon Ave, Unionlown, 

Pa. Penn 

Phillips, Kenneth \\\ M/Sgt, 83 Pleasant St, Marblehead, 

Mass. B&M 

Phillips, Bennie O, T/5, 3514 S Jennings Ave. Ft. Worth, Tex. SP 
Phirman, Clifford O, Pvt, 345 Williams Ave, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Plue, Harold T, Pvt, Glenmont, N. Y. NYC 

Poutre, Robert J, Pfc, RFD^2, Irasburg, Vt. CP 

Prisco, Anthony J, Pfc, 618 Hill Ave, Ashtabula, O. NYC 

Reil, Willis A, T/Sgt, 41 E Taylor St, Reno, Nev. 

Rettinger, Richard E, 1/5, 159 Lucknow Rd, Harrisburg, 

Pa. Penn 

Rodden, Earl, Pvt, 618 SF. 5th St, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Rodgers, Leo W, T/3, N George St, Charlestown, W. Va. B&O 
Rondinelli, Carl G, T/5, 2841 Stanton Ave, Cincinnati, O. Penn 
Rosenlof, Eugene, T/5, 601 S 9th East, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Ruggiero, Thomas, Pvt, Pittsburg, N. J. Penn 

Russell, Francis M, Pfc, 5517 W Congress St, Chicago, 111, 

Salo, Laurie J, Pfc, Box 32, Embarrass, Minn. DM&IR 

Schoene, David A, Pvt, Milon, Mo. CB&Q 

Scull, Paul A, T/5, 5726 Colorado Ave NW, Washington, 

D. C. B&O 

Shaffer, Ralph W, T/5, 200 Lafayette Road, .Audubon, N. J. 
Shetterly, Vernon L, Pvt, RR#2, Buchanan, Mich. NYC 

Shreffler, Keith D, T/4, 26 S 16th Ave, Maywood, 111. Cd-ATF 
Siders, Leland E, T/5, 248 Penna Ave, Box 54, McDonald, 

Ohio. PRR 

Sielcr, Ralph R, Pvt, 3220 Chase St, Toledo, Ohio. C&O 

Skinner, Wilber C, Pvt, Rd 1, Palmyra, Pa. 

Smith, Ray T, Pvt. RR#3, Miami. Okla. NOkla 

Smith, Walter H, T/Sgt, 148 Cayuta St, Sayre, Pa. Lehigh Val 
Smith, William H, 1 /Sgt, 2010 S Jay, Tacoma 3, Wash. CMStP&P 
Sullivan, Harold 1, 1/5, Salvisa, Ky. So 

Sutton, Willis K, T/5, 2821 N Main St. Dayton, Ohio. 

Swope, Roemer G, Pvt, 1562 Bennett Ave, Zanesville, O. 
Szymanski, John J, T/5, Mapleshade, N. J. Pa Reading Seashore 
Teasenfitz, \Villiam B, Pfc, 751 Bellevue Ave, Hammonton, 

N. J. Pe7in 

I'evlin, Clarence J, T/5, 718 1st Ave N, Staples, Minn. 

Thatcher, Frank M, T/5, 815 E 10th St, Santa Monica, Cal. AT&SF 
Tolle, Charles E, Pfc, 57 N 4th St, Canton. 111. 

Trzeinka, Chester J, T/5. 44 Danforth Ave, Pittsfield, Mass. NYC 
Turnage, Luther N, Pvt, 14921 Sorrento, Detroit, Mich. 

Unger, Alfred, T/5, 328 N Front St, Allentown, Pa. CJ 

Van Ornum, Carlisle, Cpl, Pasadena, Cal. 

Vann, Clyde W, T/3, Winfield, Ala. 

Ward, William S, Pvt, Bldg 22 Univ Apt, Apt 4, Bloomington, Ind. 
Wicker, Raphael A. 1 /4, 228 E 4th St, Mt Vernon, Ind. 


The 727th Railway Operating Battalion 

Wiegart, Arnold A, T/4, 1112 1st Corso St, Nebraska City, Neb. 
Wilhelm, Harvey G, Pvt, St Johns, Ariz. 

Williams, Isaac C, 1/4, St. James, La. T&P 

Williams, Karl C, Pvt, 1541 Cox St, Baltimore, Md. 

Wisdom, Norman H, Pvt, Rt #4, Ozark, Ark. Mo Pac 

Wolinski, Ihomas A, 1/4, Gen Deliv, Uniontown, Pa. 

Younger, Beverly R, S/Sgt, 4456 Willowbrook Ave, Los Angeles, 
Cal. 

Zeiders, Andrew W, Pvt, 33 Myricli Devencrest, Ayer, Mass. 

Medical Section 

Osburn, Robert P, Capt, 4502 W^ Broadway, Louisville, Ky. 
Jacobson, Emanuel E, Capt, 6126 N Washtenaw Ave, Chicago, 111. 

Carbine, Louis F, Pvt, 331 Darby Terr, Darby, Pa. Penn 

Harris, Dalton D, S/Sgt, 854 S Poplar, Wichita, Kan. 

Kirby, Arnold C, Sgt, 85 Sheridane Ave, Langdale, Ala. 

Reynolds, John C, Pfc, 5051 Orinoco St, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Monongahela Conn 

Shulkcum, James L, Sgt, 416 Tazewell Ave, Roanoke, Va. 

Small, Vincent, Sgt, 2813 West End Ave, Nashville, Tenn. 

Stewart, Robert L, S/Sgt, 132 N Willard, Ottumwa, la. CB&Q^ 
Uehling, Robert D, 1/5, 1116 Carrington St, Janesville, Wis. 

Ck)mpany “A” 

Beard, James G, Capt, c/o Southern Ry, Oakdale, lenn. So 
Ellis, John M, 2nd Lt, PO Box 282, Mt. Pleasant, la. AT&SF 
Kuhns, Royal D, 1/Lt, 3915 N 21 St, Omaha, Neb. 

Nethers, George W, 1/Lt, 950 E Main St, Newark, Ohio. B&O 
Netherton, Ihomas C, 1/Lt, Clarksville-Grovers’ Mill Rd, 

RFD 2, Trenton, N. J. Penn 

Shannon, John W, 1/Lt, Junction City, Ga. AB&C 

Sterling, Joseph R, 1/Lt, 6 Castle .\ve, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Adams, Roy L, Pfc, Rt ^3, Anniston, Ala. L&N 

Aho, Dewey H, Pvt, 309 Lincoln St, Negaunee, Mich. DSS&A 

Mexander, Joel F, Jr, Pfc, Box #444, Slidell, La. So 

Allard, Paul M, Pvt, 321 S 8th St, San Jose, Cal. 

Ames, Derwood E, 1/5, 323 Woodside .Ave, Buffalo, N. Y. Penn 
Anderson, Dwaine W, Cpl, Box 831, Blaine, W'ash. GN 

Anderson, Theodore S, Pfc, Lancaster, Minn. 

Andruski, Stanley, Pfc, 2228 N Buffum St, Milwaukee, Wis. 

CMStP&P 


Antheunis, Arthur .A, Pfc, Box 206 RR 1, East Moline, 

111. Rock Is 

Ary, Troy H, T/5, 420 N Morrow, Drumright, Okla. AT&SF 
Austin, Seward W, Pfc, 2 Sheridan Ave, Albany, N. Y. 

Baker, Roland E, Pfc, RFD #2, Newcomerstown, O. Penn 

Barnhart, Ernest M, Pfc, 58 Thomas St, Grafton, Pa. 

Barr, Ralph E, T/5, RFD #5, Box 95, Ft Scott, Kan. St L&SF 
Barrenbrugge, Robert H, Cpl, Ft Recovery, O. NPl 

Barriner, Woodrow W, Pfc, Gen Del, Poplar Bluff, Mo. Mo Pac 
Bartrum, Sheaiold L, T/5, RFD #1, Shreve, O. Penn 

Berkey, Kenneth L, Pfc, RD #3, Wooster, O. Penn 

Boland, Vincent H, Pfc, 521 Franklin St, Rapid City, S. D. Chi Mil 
Boudle, William S, Pfc, North Stratford, N. H. Can Nat 

Braden, George R, T/5, 333 S 4th St, Canton, III. CB&Q 

Breen, Paul W^ 1/5, 601 W Bucyrus St, Crestline, O. Penn 

Brown, Edward J, Pfc, 536 N Wells, Renton, Wash. 

Bryak, Frank J, Pvt, 9244 Dauphin Ave, Chicago, 111. 

Bull, Elmer E, T/5, 190 Gardner Ave, Rochester, N. Y. 

Burk, Harry T, Pfc, RFD #2, Crawfordsville, Ind. Big Four 
Byers, Granville H, Pvt, RFD #1, Waterloo, III. Mo Pac 

Cadwallader, Paul W, Pfc, 1409 Clay, Apt 7, Houston 3, Tex, 
Campbell, Fraser C, Pfc, Marcus, Wash. GN 

Carlettini, Thomas, Pfc, 2233 E Faunce St, Phila, Pa. Penn 

Cannon, August, Cpl, Davy, W. Va. N&W 

Carter, Joe H, T/Sgt, Florence, Ore. 
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Casimir, Reynold J, Pfc, 808 Grand St, Dennison, O. Penn 

Chandler, 1-eon R, Sr, T/4, Gen Del, Fairland, Okla. 

Chapman, Russell L, Pfc, c/o Chas Schenk, Rhine St, Naples, N. Y. 
Chazel, Frank A, Pfc, 244 Surrey St, San Francisco, Cal. 
Christensen, Martin A, Pvt, 11 Highland Ave, Beacon Falls, Conn. 


Ciprian, Julius G, Sgt, 1239 Manor Ave SVV, Canton, O. }V&LE 
Collins, Luther R, Pfc, DeSoto, Kan. UP 

Cookman, Neal O, Pfc, 9 Curkee St, Windsor, Vt. B&M 

Cooper, Branson, Pfc, Poplarville, Miss. So 

Cornwell, Andrew j, Pfc, c/o Edna Peel, Dumfries, Va. So 

Cornwell, Iden, T/5, Burk, Va. So 

Cowan, Wilbur, Pvt, 503 McNair St, Washington, N. C. 

Cromer, Alfred W, Pfc, 3419 Sunlia Ct, Baltimore, Md. IT Md 
Crow, William A, Pfc, 1103 Mulberry St, Mt Carmel, 111. So 
Cruce, Francis C, Pfc, PO Box ^322, Perry, Fla. So Ca 

Culler, Louis R, T/4, 1311 N Arlington St, Torrance, Cal. 
Cyphers, Harold L, Pfc, 1100 E 7th St, Concordia, Kan. AT&SF 
Daily, Neil E, Pfc, Rt ^3, Anoka, Minn. NP 

Davis, Herbert R, CpI, 322 Randolph Ferguson Pk, New port 
News, Va. NvJrlF 

Davis, Raymond O, T/5, Augusta, Kan. AT&SF 

Dellaquila, Carlo J, Pfc, 117-41 146 St, S Ozone Pk, N. Y. 

DeLong, Charles F, Pvt, 829 S Prospect, Ravenna, O. 

Denson, John L, T/4, Bx#211, Austell, Ga. 

Diette, Ernest C, T/4, Glover St, Barton, Vt. 

Dieuel, Earnest F, T/5, RFD ^4, Union City, Pa. Erie 


Dipillo, Amerigo V, Pvt, 705 St Clair St, Mingo Junction, O. 
Dittmar, Kenneth W, Pfc, 610 Howard St, Niles, Mich. Mich Cen 
Drake, Carl N, Pvt, 727 French St, Erie, Pa. 

Dufloth, Arthur F, Pvt, Box 128, Poplarville, Miss. 

Duncan, Aubrey B, Pfc, Rt #5, Newnan, Ga. 

Einsiedel, Carl F, Pvt, 326 N 30th St, Milwaukee, Wis. Milw 
Ellis, George, T/5, Weslville, Ind. 

Erickson, Chester V, Pfc, Rt ^2, Kimball, Minn. GN 

Everdale, John A, Pfc, 23 Valley St, Port Carlwn, Pa. 

Fadale, Joseph C, T/5, 209 S Division St, Buffalo, N. Y. NYC 
Feuer, Harold J, T/5, Delphos, O. Penn 

Fields, Gordon T/5, 504 McCool Ave, E Syracuse, N. Y. CV 
Finelli, Dominic N, T/5, Bx #94, Crivitz, Wise. 

Flontek, Nicholas Jr, T/4, 1033 W' 22 St, Lorain, O. B&O 

Ford, Charles H, T/5, 1529 Pacific Ave, Alameda, Cal. SP 
Foster, Joseph, T/5, Sandstone, W. Va. C&O 

Fonts, Raymond W, Pfc, 107 Remsen St, Dunlap, la. C&NIV 
Fuzi, Jess A, Pfc, RFD #1, Cadillac, Mich. Ann Arbor 

Gallant, Christopher, Pfc, 32 Parkw'ay Ave, Providence, R. I. 
Gastineau, Carl T, 1/4, Baring, Mo. AT&SF 

Gaulke, Orville J, Pfc, 1939 Hillside Ave, Minneapolis, Minn. GN 
Gillis, Norman H, Pfc, Philadelphia, Miss. 

Gingerich, William E, Pfc, Millerstown, Pa. Penn 

Goettsch, Charles J, Pfc, Algoma, Wise. 

Gooch, Charlie, Pfc, RD #4, Erlanger, Ky. So 

Goodwin, Mack. T/5, RD, Vossburg, Miss. So 

Graham, Keith O, Pfc, Rt #2, Lowell, Mich. PM 

Grahovac, John M, Pfc, 9622 Baltimore Ave, Chicago, 111. Cll PdrS 
Greco, Paul T, T/4, 1360 Central Ave, St. Louis, Mo. 

Greer, Jack C, Pvt, 3750 Moynier Lane, Los Angeles, Cal. UP 
Gritton, J B, S/Sgt, 401 Woodford St, Lawrenceburg, Ky. So 
Hall, Francis J, Pfc, RFD #1, Lexington, Ind. B&O 

Hall, Luther, Pfc, Dwale, Ky. 

Hampton. Thomas E, Pfc, 1643 N Morgan St, Decatur, 111. JC 
Harms, Stanley L, Pvt, Atwater, III. CB&Q 

Hartman, Leo J, Sgt, Graettinger, la. R Is 

Hatten, Bert, T/5, Pritchard, W. Va. N&W 

Heider, Carl F, S/Sgt, Rt #3, Bx 32, Oregon City, Ore. NP 

Hilliker, Kenneth L, T/5, 10 5th St, Clintonville, Wis. 
Holdcroft, Asel L, Pfc, PO Box 243, Upland, Ind. Penn 

Holliday, William F, Pfc, Carbondale, 111. 7C 

Hoops, Claude E, Pfc, 433 Bramwell Rd, Blucfield, W. Va. N&W 
Hresko, John M, Pvt, Rt #2, Springlx)ro, Pa. B&LE 

Hulgan, Grady F, Cpl, 3715i/^ Elmo Ave, Chattanooga, Tenn. So 


Hume, James, Pfc, PO Box #45, Meadow Creek, W. Va. C&O 

Hybaiger, John A, Pfc, 1724 Ailor Ave, Kno.wille, Tenn. So 
Hyae, Stanwood T, T/5, 2U3 Goddard St, Marville, lenn. 

Iniin, Lawicncc O, 1 /4, Rt #1, Bx #166, Wausau, Wis. 

Imondi, Alfred A, Ptc, 446 Valley St, Piovidence, R. I. 

Ives, Morse N, 1 /4, Bx 2a4 Superior, Mont. 

Jaborski, Mike, Pfc, Rt #1, beiiield, N. D. GN 

Jacobs, Claience E, 1/5, 3U5 G)piess St, Pacific Grove, Cal. 
Jacobson, Erwin J, Pfc, Westby, W is. CMStP&P 

Jenney, Charles E, Pic, Rt #1, Union Pt, O. Penn 

Johiison, Buell J, Pfc, RR Lawrenceburg, Ky. 
just, Frank H, 1/4, Rt #1, Wymore, Neb. CB&(1 

jurney, Roy J, l/5gt. Box #622, Uvalde, lex. SP 

Kauiuger, Geiald L, :sgt, Haiitord, i. D. CMStP&P 

Kajdasz, Chester S, T/5, 1417 Buckingham St, Toledo, O. NYC 
Keisca, Kenneth A, 1/4, RFD #2, Colebrook, N. H. 

Kenip, Hailey A, S/Sgl, 13 Gieeuup St, Covington, Ky. 

Kessler, Lyle A, 1 /5, Box 15, Stockholm, Wise. CB&d 

Kinnian, Perliii 1, Pfc, RFD #1, Winslow, Ind. So 

Kne/evich, John J, Pfc, Nortli Mibbing, Minn. GN 

Kobos, John J, Pfc, Rt #2, Box #316, Michigan City, Ind. NYC 
Kowai, krank , Pfc, 485 1st St, Coiiemaugh, Pa. Penn 

Kowalke, Edgar W, 1/5, 325 Darian St, Pbiladelphia, Pa. 
Kulaboiiish, ^teve E, 1 /5, RD #3, Beilin, Pa. 

Kunde, Willis A, Pfc, Rt #3, Stimvater, Minn. Soo Line 

Laird, Charles P, 1 /4, 212 Osborn, laiiipa, Fla. 

Langhorst, Arthur J, Cpl, 1215 Franklin St, Manitowoc, 

Wise. Soo Line 

LaPorte, Francis J, Pvt, Munising, Mich. 

Lear, Ralph H, Ptc, 702 S 7th St, Upper Sandusky, O. Penn 
Lewandowski, Waclaw S, Pfc, 3214 S May, Chicago, 111. 

Lewis, Arthur E, Ptc, 3158 E 28th St, 1 ucson, Ariz. 

Lewis, Carl E, I /5, Bx #156, W heelersburg, O. N&W 

Lindgien, Sherman A, Ptc, Rt 4, Box 16-K, Vancouver, W^ash. GN 
Lium, George G, Pvt, 1422 Bellvue Ave, Eau Claire, Wis. 

CStPM&O 

Collar, Harold R, Sgt, Rt #3, Atchison, Kan. Mo Pac 

Lortia, Joseph G, S/Sgt, Rt #1, Box #165, Turtle Creek, Pa. 

Penn 

Love, Richard G, T/5, 316 S. LaSalle St, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Lucas, Ralph W, Pfc, Fieldsboro, N. J. 

Lushbough, Lloyd E, T/5, Rt #3, Edmond, Okla. MKT 

Maddox, David L, Sgt, 4C6 Marietta St, Cedartown, Ga. SAL 
Majors, Claude F, Pfc, 1009 Greer St, Ft Worth, Tex. T&P 

Makela, Larry J, T/5, 2901 Hermantowii Rd, Duluth, Minn. GN 
Maki, Matt E, Pfc, 501 W Division St, Ishpeming, Mich. LS&I 
Manier, Earl C, Pfc, 1629 Orcliard St, Ft Wayne, Ind. 

Masti, Alexander J, r/4, RFD #1, Cameron Mills, N. Y. 

McChie, Richard S, T/5, Linger-Longer Cts, S 6th Ave, 


Tucson, Ariz. SP 

McFarlin, Emery E, Pvt, Yale, Okla. MKT 

McGregor, Elzie J, Pvt, 609 Florence Ave, Dunsniuir, Cal. 
McKenzie, Cosmos J, Pfc, 712 N 23rd St, Superior, Wis. GN 

Mayes, Creighton H, T/4, 4512 Birchman St, Ft Worth, Tex. T&P 
Meacham, Robert D, Pfc, 179 Weslford Ave, Springfield, Mass. 
•Miller, Claudius E, S/Sgt, Railroad St, Callery, Pa. B&O 

Miller, Lyman E, Cpl, 600 W 15 St, I'yrone, Pa. Penn 

Miller, Max E, S/Sgt, Fountain St, Hicksville, O. B&O 

Miles, Marcus P, T/4, 522 Kittclle St. Peoria, 111. 

Moore, James B, Pfc, PO 8, Afton, Tenn. So 

Mork, Arthur L, Pvt, Russell, Minn. GN 

Morski, Rudolph, Pfc, 8 Hickory Ave, Mound.sville, W. Va. 
Mosher, William M, Pfc, McCall, Idaho. 

Murphy, Maurice J, Pfc, 44 Summer St, New London, Conn. 

NYNH&H 


Nelson, Orville F, T/5, 123 High St, Williamstown, Ky. So 
Neugebauer, Ellsworth L, Pvt, 1060 Ridge Ave, Tyrone, Pa. Penn 
Nevergall, George F, Pfc, Rt 4, Celina, O. Erie 

Neves, Luther R, Pfc, Jermyn, Tex. R Is 

Niccum, James F, Pfc, Rt #1, Harris, Mo. R Is 
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North, Wilfred, Pvt, 62 Hedley St, Johnston, R. 1. 

Ortgiesen, William F, Pfc, Rt #3, Nelson, 111. C&NW 

Page, Lester E. Sgt, 41 Front St, Deposit, N. Y. Erie . 

Paul, Charles C, T/5, Bx #82. Carpain, Mich. C&NW 

Pelletier, William E, Pfc, 5146 Hatchery Rd, Westwood 
Acres, RED 9, Pontiac, Mich. Can Nat 

Pepper, Kenneth R, Pfc, Conesville, O. Penn 

Peterson, Clifford M, T/4, Deer Park, Wis. C&NW 

Petlansky, Andrew G, Pfc, 421 Main St, Conemaugh, Pa. Penn 
Pilgreen, Eddie M, Pfc, Rt #3, Marion, La. Mo Pac 

Proctor, Donald C, Jr, S/Sgt, 711 S 7th St, Leavenworth, 

Kan. CGW 

Ramsijorg, Andrew, T/5, Lakefield, Minn. 

Randall, Paul W, Pfc, Rt #1, Warsaw, Ind. Penn 

Ratio, Enrico, Pfc, 72 E 117th St, New York, N. V. NYC 

Reeder, Everett J, Pfc, Nowata, Okla. 

Relf, Abraham R, Pfc, Rt #5, Portland, Ind. NPl 


Robouin, Russell R, 1/4, 1994 Main St, Hartford, Conn. 
Rodriguez, Salvador P, Pfc, 511 Ave "J”, Dodge City, Kan. 
Sandeis, V'irgil L, Pfc, 1167 Englewood Ave, St Paul, Minn. DW&P 
Saiuimann, Harold W, Pvt, 304 Van Rensaelaer St, Merrill, 


Wis. CMStP&P 

Santangelo, Henry E, T/5, Rt #3, Wooster, O. Penn 

Schau, Elwin, Pfc, 640 Joliet St, Dyer, Ind. EJ&E 

Sch liefer, Ralph N, Pfc, Kaneville, 111. 

Schnoover, Edward N, Pfc, Rt #1, Edwardsville, 111. Ill Term 
Schwesinger, Winfred W, Cpl, M 48, Dafter, Mich. Soo Line 
Scott, Myron C, 'F/5, 90 River St, Montpelier, Vt. 


Seng, Christian, Pvt, 1519 Cambridge Ave, Shelx>ygan, Wis. 


Seymore, Alvin C, T/5, RFD #2, Box #90, Altoona, Pa. Penn 
Sliields, Jolin L, Pfc, 612 Maple Ave, Lexington, Ky. So 

Silsbee, Clarence G. T/5, Filer, Idaho 

Simms, John F, T/4, Rt #1, Harrodsburg, Ky. So 

Slaughter, Paul E, 1/5, 482 S High St, Salem, Ore. CMStP&P 
Small, Vincent, Sgt, 864 Monroe, Memphis, Tenn. 

Smallwood, Walter R, Pfc, Henry ville, Ind. 

Smith, Stanley, Pfc, 459 Seneca St, Louisville, Ky. L&N 

Snodgrass, Darrell L, T/5, Oxford, Ind. NPl 

Snodgrass. Donald E, Pfc. Oxford, Ind. NPl 

Sobcz\k, Edwin E, Pfc, 229 E 120th St, Chicago, III. 

.Souder, Clifford C, Pfc, RR #6, Mansfield, O. Erie 

Soulliworth, John W, Pfc, Milford, Va. RF&P 

Speer, Glenn E, Pfc, Acton, Ind. NYC 

Spinell, George F, Pfc, 203i/2 Center St, Dennison, O. Penn 

Stilwcll, Calvin W, Pfc, Oakland City, Ind. So 

Spoon, Charles W, Pfc, 419 E Bucyrus St, Crestline, O. Penn 

Templeton, Clair E, Pfc, 608 Railroad St, So Fork, Pa. Penn 

Icrrazas, Enrique, Pvt, 5052 Chet Menteur Hwy, New Orleans, 
La. 

Thompson, Laken D, T/4, Vinita, Okla. 

Tippie, Glennie H. Pfc. Converse St, Chauncey, O. NYC 

Traeger. Lawrence C. Ill, Pfc, 7605 Kingston .\ve, Chicago 
19, 111. Penn 

Turner, Earl A. T/5, c/o AT&SF Office, Las Vegas. N. M. AT&SF 
1 urner, Owrin B, Pvt, Davis Creek, Cal. 

Tyra, Ernest R, T/5, 168 Noble St, El Paso, Tex. SP 

I'liland. Orville L, Pfc, 833 Erie St, Delphos, O. Penn 

X'anderlan, Lewis M, Pfc, 829 Kingsley Ave, Waterloo, la. R Is 
Walker. Frank A, 1/Sgt, 425 Bethel Ave, Muncie, Ind. NPl 
Warner. Gale A, Pvt, Rt 1, Warsaw, Ind. 

Webb, Simon P, Pfc. Rt #1, Bx 70. Bluefield, W^ Va. N&W 
W'ellenstein, Henry W. Cpl, RR #1. Belgium, Wis. CMStP&P 
Whatley, Milford B, T/4, RR #3, Headland. Ala. 

Wheeler, Densil B, Pvt, Box 711, Menard, 111. IC 

Whicker, Vincent S, Pvt. 410 John St, Crawfordsville, 111. 

W'liite, W'illiam H, Pfc, 1439 “G” Ave, Douglas, .Ariz. SP 

U41buin, Faye C. S/Sgt, Kings Creek. S. C. So 

Winters, George S, Pfc, Salineville, O. Penn 

Wolfe, Gerald E. Pvt, Beulah, Mich. Ann Arbor 


The 727th Railway Operating Battalion 

Wolford, Stanley J, Pvt, 2222 N Calvert St, Baltimore, Md. 
Wolski, Francis B, Pfc, North Shore Drive, Menomonie, 

Wis. CN&W 

Woodruff, Grant D, T/5, Bx #231, Veronia, Ore. 

Yates, Lloyd E, T/4, 217 Avenue “G”, Ft Dodge, la. 

Young, Robert D, T/5, Rt #4, Bx #496, Olympia, Wash. NP 
/ink, Fred W, T/5, Bx #193, Billings, Okla. 

Company “B” 

Cary, Aubrey M, Capt, 119 N Peyton St, Alexandria, Va. So 
Davis, Samuel P, 1st Lt, 1811 S Main St, Kokomo, Ind. NYC 
Edmondson, W'illiam O, 1st Lt, 2606 Lawndale Ave, Kan 
Cty, Mo. KC Term 

Hodges, Ralph T, 1st Lt, 908 Florida .Ave, Bristol, Tenn. So 
O’Connor, Edward W, 2nd l.l, 1328 W lies Ave, Springfield, 

111. Chi III 

W’agner, Richard M, 2nd Lt, 34 Parkwood PI, Cincinnati, O. 

Adamic, John S, Pfc, 22812 Nicholas Ave, Euclid, O. 

.Alli.son, Elton C, T/5, 387 E Royal Forrest filvd, Columbus, 

O. Penn 

Ames, Harry L, S/S, 800 S Main St, DeSoto, Mo. Mo Pac 

Anderson, Oscar, T/5, 315 W Trail St, Jackson, Midi. Penn 
.Argiriou, Paul, Pfc, 41 W 8th St, Bayonne, N. J. 

Atkins, Gilbert N, Pvt, 18 S Grove St, Bradford, Mass. 

Austin, Frederick F, Pfc, 448 Klien Road, Pittsburgh, Pa. Penn 
Bacha, Michael, Pfc, 131 S Balliet St, Frackville, Pa. Read 

Bass, Tennis E, S/S, Hillsboro, Ala. L&Nash 

Bates, Fay A, Pfc, 721 S Washington St, Chanute^ Kan. 

Beam, W^illiam R, T/5, 221 E Tennessee Ave, Knoxville, Tenn. So 
Bender, Ray D, T/5, 2017 37th St NW, Canton, O. 

Bevan, W'illiam T, T/S, 28 Keer St, New Castle, Pa. Penn 

Birch, Ralph V, T/5, 500 Bailey Ave, Needles, Cal. AT&SF 

Bocon, Joseph S, T/5, 22 H St, Turners Falls, Mass. B&M 
Bourisaw, Albert W, T/5, 3831 Shenandoah, St Louis, Mo. Mo Pac 
Bowen, Dwight L, T/4, 201 N Fruit Ridge Ave, Terre 
Haute, Ind. Penn 

Bradley, Harold L, S/S, 5802 NE Glisan, Portland, Ore. 
Brasheld, Levertis, T/5, Quinton, Ala. Ala Pow Line 

Brazelle, Stuart E, S/S, RFD 6, Box 69, Greensboro, N. C. So 
Brewer, Lee M, Pvt, 509 Chapel Ave, Augusta, Ky. 

Bridges, Robert P, T/4, Dixon Mills, Ala. 

Britton, George R, T/5, 301 Florida Ave, Portsmouth, Va. So 
Brock, Ferdinand, Pfc, Clayton, O. 

Brooks, Louis E, Cpl, 269 Wootls Ave, Newark, O. 

Brown, Clyde E, Pfc, 31 Ralph St, Bangor, Me. 

Browning, J C, Pvt, 3619 Calmont St, Ft Worth, Tex. 

Bullock, Cecil C, T/4, RFD #4, Box 66, Birmingham, Ala. So 
Burgoyne, John L, T/5, RFD 1, Brownville, Me. CP 

Burns, Robert H, r/4, 1603 W^ 1st St, Oil City, Pa. Penn 

Cabelka, James, Pfc, 111 N Chestnut St, Green Bay, Wis. C&NW 
C'.arbone, Amerioc, T/4, 181 Cleveland St, Providence, R. I. 
Carlson, John B, Pvt, RFD #1, Box 7. Cass Lake. Minn. G.V 
Chaffin, Clyde L, T/4, Wharton, W. Va. 

Chaput, Donald E, T/5, 165 Harrison St, Pawtucket, R. I. 


Chiss, Max L, Pfc, 113 S 8th St, Goshen, Ind. NYC 

Cordell, Jesse J, T/5, 24 Dale Ave, West Ashville, N. C. So 

C/ajkowski, Joseph P, Pvt, 407 Nichols St, Utica, N. NYC 

Daniels, Fred, T/4, 409 S East St, Jacksonville, 111. 

Delehanty, EMward M, S/S, 4347 Lakeview Dr, Toledo, O. Penn 
Dent, Eldon E, l /S, 1040 S Dodge St, W'ichita, Kan. Mo Pac 


DiMedio, Gabriel A, S/S, 133 X Scott St, Wilmington, Del. Penn 
Dobkin, Irving N, Pfc, 4218 Girard Ave, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Donahue, I homas V', T/4, 411 4th Ave SE, Minot, N. D. GN 
Drew, Donald I., T/5. 4335 A S 13th St, Milwaukee, Wis. CMStP&P 
Evans. Warwick O. 4 /4, 1006 Deberg Ct NW, Canton, O. 

Timken Roller 

Ewing, Earl E, Pfc, RFD #2, Otway, O. 

Feld, Norbert A, 1/5. Waite Park, Minn. GN 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Complete Roster 


99 


Fiedler, Orland E, T/4, Lucerne, Ind. 

Finch, Elvy L, S/S, 68 Arch St, Johnson Cty, N. Y. 

Firoved, Elvin G, T/5, 423 N 16th St, Kan Cty, Kaii. RIs 

Foss, Howard, Pfc, 313 26th St, Union Cty, N. J. ATC 

Foster, Earl P, T/5, 229 Ridge Street, Port Chester, N. V. 
Frackiewiecz, Henry T, T/4, 1224 Tabor Ct, Brooklyn, N. V. 

NYXH&H 

Franklin, Leon L, T/4, 1127 N 28th St, Birmingham, Ala. L&N 
Frick, Frank, T/5, RFD 1, Finle^’ville, Pa. Penn 

Gaines, Richard W, Pvt, 902 Montauge St, Covington, Ky. SP 
Genesicki, Anthony R, T/5, Glenmont, N. Y. XYC 

Gochnaur, Richard M, F/4, 1352 W 99 St, Los Angeles. Cial. 

Goins, Paul J, T/4, 536 Haines St, Camden, N. J. Penn 

Grabski, Anthony B, Pfc, 2235 W Montana St, Chicago. 111. 
Graves, Highland L, T/4, 12 Euclid Ave, Ludlow, Ky. So 

Griebel, A J, Pfc, 5604 S Loomis Blvd, Chicago, 111. Ru'\ Exp 
Grivna, Joseph, T/4, 634 19 Ave NE, Minneapolis, Minn. XP 
Grove, George H, T/5, RFD ^9, Box 172, Richmond. Va. .So 
Haines, Frederick M, T/4, 605 N Johnson St, Charles City, la. 
Hall, George N. T/4, RFD 4 Mathiott St. Sciotoville, O. 
Harchalk, Michael J, T/4, RFD 4, South Ridge E, Ashtabula. 

O. XYC 

Harris, Homer, Pvt, 2604 Rouse St. Ft Worth, Lex. AT&SF 

Hassell, Jesse G, 3416 Haverford Ave, Phila, Pa. 

Helm, Robert E, T/5, 52 Church St, Birmingham, .Ala. So 

Hendrickson, Elmer W, Pvt, 1611 S Glyum .St, Bessemer, Mich. SP 
Henry, Chester O, T/5, Rte 1, Princeton, Ind. So 

Hicks, Harvey U, T/4, 510 13th St, Tuscaloosa, .Ala. So 

Hinkson, Hobart E, Pvt, 512 E Hubble St, Hastings, Mich. 

Holt. Richard D. T/5, RR #2, Box 92-B, Amarillo, 1 ex. 
Horning, Charles A, T/5, 2752 N Chester Ave, Indianapolis, 

Ind. XYC 

Hotaling, Harmon E, T/4, Maryland, N. Y. D&H 

Huston, Floyd L, 1/S, Montella, Nev. SP 

Inseth, Alfred D, Pfc, 2709 N 4th St, LaGrande, Ore. UP 

Jamison, Howard A. T/4, 4141 Euclid Ave, E Chicago. Ind. 

Ini Steel 

Johnson. Carl B, S/S, 622 Central Ave. Cheyenne, Wyo. UP 
Justice, James B, T/5, Rte 1, Hampstead, N. C. 

Kafka, Victor V, Pfc, 639 Elm St, Antigo, Wis. f.\>.Vir 

Kaiser, Eddie N, T/5, 1965 Hiawatha St, Baton Rouge, La. 
Kasper, Elwin L, T/5, 4215 12th Ave. Sacramento, Cal. II P 
Keba, John, T/4, 144 D. Watson Dr, Turtle Creek, Pa. Penn 

Kennedy, Thomas J, Pfc, Galloway, O. Penn 

King, Robert E, S/S, 6319 S Campbell .Ave, (Chicago, III. Penn 

Kohlbrand, Ervin A, Pfc, 308 E 1 4th St, Cincinnati. O. Penn 

Kollmer, John C. T/5, 763 S 17th St, Columbus, O. 

Komulainen, Alpa E, Pvt, Welchville, Me. 

Kowski, Joseph J, Pfc, 211 Prospect St, Brooklyn, N. Y. XYC 
Krysiak, Matthew J, T/5, 28 Auburn Ave, Johnston, R. 1. 

LaRue, Robert G, Pvt, 21 Marks Ave, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Lassere, Leonard, T/5, 2375 Laurel St, New Orleans, La. 
Lawrence, Edgar H, T/5, 2124 Baltic Ave, Long Beach, C.al. 
Legan, Carl B, T/5, 441 N Main St, Franklin, Ind. Ind Pub Serv 
Leiter, Orville F, Pvt, 1532 S Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, Cal. UP 
Levandowsky, Boley S, T/5, 229 S Highland St, Shenandoah, 

Pa. Penn 

Levensalor, Frederick, T/4, Milo, Me. B&A 

Lindeman, Harry L, Pfc, 208 E Woodland .Ave. Connersvillc. 

Pa. B&O 

I.inel>erger, Boyce H, T/5, PO Box 698, Spencer, N. C. So 

Little, Milton W, S/Sgt, 10 First St, Buckhannon, AV^ Va. B&O 
Loftus, Clarence M. F/5, 1212 S Glendale Ave, Sioux Falls, 

S. D. GX 

Long, Edgar H, T/5, 1103 Third St. Rensselaer. N. Y. XYC 

Lookiebill, Raymond S, T/4, 24 W Date St, Hartford, III. 

Low, Howard B, T/4, R 1, .Albion, Me. Afe Cen 

Lowery, Lawrence E, Pfc. 

Ludden, James M, S/S, 8843 S Aberdeen St, Chicago. III. XYC 
Luke. Otis W, Pfc, Rt 2, Box 247, Augusta, Ga. 


Lukens, Donald A, Pfc, 48 N 18th St, Harrisburg, Fa. Read 
Lumbley, William F, Pvt, 1151 New Hampshire St, Los 

Angeles, Cal. AT&SE 

Luyk, Martin, 1/5, Rte 2, Byron Center, Mich. PM 

Lynch, Raymond F, T/5, 2421 May St, Cincinnati. O. 

McCarty, Millard E, Pfc, Rockvale, Ky. L&X 

McHugh, Bernard J, T/5, 611 S 6th St, Camden, N. J. Penn 

McGrail, Oswald J, Pfc, 32 Hart St, Cohoes, N. Y. IK-H 

Mahoney, John F, 1/4, 16 Gray Street, Jersey City, N. J. XJC 
Mallett, Robert L, S/S, 1328 E Lil^erty St, Independence. 

Mo. Pullman 

Marks, Jack E, T/5, RFD Box 199, Bloomington, Cal. SP 

Martin, George J, Pvt, 422 Wesley .Ave, A'oungstown, O. 

Martin. James E, T/3, 227 S Payne St. .Alexandria, Va. fruit (,E\ 
Martin, Louis F, T/5, 16 South St, Waverly, N. Y. Erie 

Martin, William, Pfc, 3421 E 8th St, Los .Angeles, Cal. I P 

Martinez, Victor A, T/5, 1709 Kinenaze Ave, Niagara Falls. N. \. 
Masters, Charles L, T/4, 1207 19th St NW, Canton, O. Petin 
Medich, John. Pvt. 228 D St. Roseville, Cal. SP 

Metzger, Allen C, T/Sgt, Box 403, Edgemere, Md. Penn 

Miller, Glenn S, Pvt, RFD 2, Box 248. Portage. Pa. Penn 

Moore, Howard E, Pfc, 40 Oak St, Williamson, W. Va. .\\>ir 
Mora. Dominic .A, T/4, Rt 2, Box 180, Hanford, Cal. Caminol Ref 
Morris, Elmer E, T/4, 1125 Lakeview Terr Rd NVV^ Canton. 

O. Timken 

Morris, Howard J, Pvt, 1220 S Harvard Blvd, Los Angeles, C^al. UP 


Morris. W^ilbur F, S/S, Stock Yd Sta, Rte 1, Denver, Colo. CBC"() 
Murphy, Martin R, Pvt, 121 Brookside .Ave, Amsterdam, N. \. 
Nagy, .Alexander B, T/5, 4642 Sylvan .Ave, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nance, Olle W, T/4, 309 4th Street, Beaver Dam, Wis. 

.Niedzielski, Frank J, Pfc, 646 E 5th St. Erie, Pa. Petin 

Obuchowski, Joseph C, T/5, 169 Genessee .Ave, Patterson, 

N. J. Magor Cm 

Palcher, Louis J, T/4, Box 158, Ely, Minn. DMI 

Pantano, Anthony, T/5, 1516 N Kedvale .Ave, Chicago, 111. CsiriVlF 
Paolillo, Vincent L, Pfc, 169-21 104th .Ave, Jamaica, N. Y. /./ 
Papson, Joseph P, Sgt, 133 Prospect .Ave, Bayonne, N. J. XJC 
Parker. James C, T/5, 4516 King St, Portsmouth. Va. X^P 

Patch, Herl>ert A, T/5, 415i4 S Armstrong St, Kokomo, Ind. Penn 
Petroff, Chris A, T/5, 812 Ave A, Council Bluffs, la. Cw-.Vll 
Pizzi, Mike C, Pfc, 1204 Lincoln St NE, Minneap., Minn. SP 
Purdy, George C, T/4, 311 S 2nd St, Livingston, Mont. XP 
Rainlxilt, C^harles R, Pvt, 723 1st St, Louisville, Ky. LJ-X 

Rase, John M, T/5, 19612 Pawnee .Ave, Cleveland. O. XYC 

Redd, Orland W, Pfc, Rte 1, Charleroi, Pa. Union 

Riling, William J, T/5, 206 Willow Ave, Altoona, Pa. Penn 

Rodak, George, Pfc. RFD #3, Louisville, O. Penn 

Rogers, Edgar P, T/3, 1417 E Hatte St, Ft Worth, Tex. TP 
Routt, William E, T/5, 4925 Elm St, Downers Grove, III. 

Ruffino, Rosario F, T/4, 126 Meadow Street, Hackensack. 

N. J. E.ie 

Rusinak, Peter J, T/5, 2247 Buchanan St NE. Minneapolis. 

Minn. Sno fine 

Russell, Gerald E, F/5, 1019 17lh Ave, .Altoona, Pa. Penn 

Ruszczyk, Francis S, Pvt, 139 Jones .Ave, E Syracuse. N. Y. XYC 


Sanbower, Jack D, Pvt, 32 W Side .Ave, Hagerstown. Md. I! ,\/d 
.Sanjurjo, Crispin .A, Pvt, 52 E 103rd, N Y, N. Y. 

Scarbrough, Charlie T, Pfc, Box 48, Christian, Fla. 

Schmidt, Matthew A, T/5, 1313 N Sherman St. Bloomington. 

111. I P 

Schurtz, Robert L, T/4, RFD ^5, Box 295, .Alexandria, Va. 

Shea, W'illiam E, T/5, 506 St Clair, Columbus. O. 

Shoemaker, Ralph A, T/5, 12i/4 Fraior .Ave. Chattanooga. l enn. 
Shratter, Louis N, T/5, 923 N St Clair St, Pittsburgh, Pa. Penn 
Siemianowski, Chester .A, Pfc, 5422 Tacoma St. Phila, Pa. 
Silvestri, Giovanni J. S/S, 32 Unit St, Providence, R. I. 

Sitko, John F, T/4. 468 4lh St. Colver. Pa. 

Smeed, Eugene R, T/5, R 4, Gettysburg, Pa. Penn 

Smith, Earl .A, T/5, 730 Prospect Ave. Highgrove. Cal. 

Par Fruit Exp 
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Smith, Edgar, T/4, 3602 Brandon Rd, Huntington, W. Va. A’d-IE 
Smith, Gerald W, Pvt, 1212 Garland St, Flint, Mich. 

Smith, Raymuth D, T/4, RED #10, Box 17, Indianapolis, 

Ind. Penn 

Smith, R T, Pvt, RR 3, Miami, Okla. 

Sossich, Gordon A, T/3, 2708 Salmon St, Philadelphia, Pa. Read 
Speaker, William E, Pvt, 304 Spring St, Emporium, Pa. Petm 
Stanley, John N, Jr, T/3. Rte 5, Box 306, High Point, N. C. 
Stanch, David H, T/4, 84 National Dr, Newark, O. 

Stcinbugl, Frank X, Pvt, 1414 S 12 St, Altoona, Pa. Penn 

Sliding, Edward G, T/f), Rte 1, Box 141, Batesville. liid. NYC 
Sullivan, Joseph R, 1/5, 106 N Fairview Ave, Pittsburg, 

Kan. KC So 

Sundberg, Harry .A, 1/5, 740 Sommers ,Ave, While Fish, Mont. GN 
Faylor, Archie W, Pfc, 1998 N 27th St, Decatur, 111. M’ab 

Taylor, Joseph L, Pvt, 197 W Weber Rd. Columbus, O. Penn 

Theis, Joseph P, T/5, 522 Terr Ave, Marinette, Wis. 

Toth, Alexander F, Pfc, 2123 80th St, Jackson Heights. N. \. 
Fyler, John F, Pfc. 338 Jackson St, Phila, Pa. 

Vega, Marlin, Pfc, 3594 Penn Ave. E C^hicago, Ind. 

Vileta, James, Pfc, 1407 S Kedvale Ave, Chicago. 111. 

Walker. Charles R, T/5. RFD #2, Box 13. Hamilton, l ex. 
Warner, C:arl W, T/5, 812 E Arthur St, Warsaw, Ind. 

Kingsbwy Ord 

Wegrzynek, Stanley I, T/4, 409 Patton St, Wilnierding, Pa. 
Wilkerson, Robert L, Pvt, RFD 4, Box 104, Memphis, Tenn. IC 
Wiseman, Shirley A, 1/4, 1233 N 15th St, Clarksbiiry. W. Va. li&O 
\Vrigley, Wesley R, Pfc, 1227 W Sargent St, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Wunderlcr, William F. 1/1. 110 Ritner St, Philadelphia. Pa. 

Company “C” 

Mauney, Harold C, Capl, Southern Ry Sys, Birmingham, .Ala. So 
Perkins, David M, 1st Lt, 2001 35th Ave No, B’gham, Ala. So 
Hickey, Ralph G, 1st Lt. 901 Centenary Ave, Cleveland. Tenn. So 
Mills, Lyman R, 1st I.t, 872 W Mich Ave, Battle Creek, 

Mich. GTir 

Luscaleet, Willard, 2nd Lt, c/o Crew Disp, Cleveland IJn 
Term. NYC, Cleveland, O. NYC 

Alexander, Walter J, T/4, 3128 So 3rd St, Louisville, Ky. L&N 
Allen, William A, 820i/2 Clarence St, Lake Charles. La. 

Anderson, Arthur W, T/4, F, 9th St, Box 821, Proctor, 

Minn. DMcrIR 

Anderson, Charles E, Cpl, 832 Crest Haven Dr, Los Angeles, 

Cal. AT&SF 

Anderson, Edwin C, Pvt, 49 Pinehurst Rd, Farmingdale, N. LI 
.Armor, Robert H, Pvt. Lane Street. Freeport, Pa. Penn 

.Arnold, Richard H, T/4, Scott County, Bluffs, 111. Wab 

Ashe. Purser C, Sgt, 1571 David St. Memphis, Tenn. JC 

Axley, Julian B, Sgt, 527 S Elm St. C.entralia, 111. IC 

Bagby, James W, Pvt, 1007 Race St. Princeton, Ind. 

Baker, William F, Set, 221 High St, Roseville, Cal. SP 

Bandt, Elmer H, T/5, 2928 Lillie St. Ft Wayne, Ind. Penn 

Beck, V'ernon E, Pfc, 519 Center St, Van Wert, O. Penn 

Benton. Winfred, Pfc, RFD 2, Kings Mountain, N. C. 

Berg, Philbert F, T/5, 629 E Swayzee St, Marion. Ind. B&O 

Berry, Lewis W, Pfc, 13 West St, Hornell, N. Y. Erie 

Bervig, Ordean M, Sgt, 28 So Terrace, Fargo, N. D. Indust Rd 
Bevan, William F, Pvt, 5429 57th So. Seattle, Wash. NP 

Blackburn, James J, S/Se:t. 1111 W 32nd St, Chevenne, Wyo. UP 
Boyd, Forest S, Pfc, RR 10, Box 582. Ferguson, Mo. NYC 

Brazeau, Delmas J. T/5. 311 Eastern Ave, Toledo, O. PM 

Bright, Jr, John A. T/^4, 1314 Norvenwood Rd, Jacksonville, 

Fla. ACL 

Brodie, Thomas P, Pvt. 301 E 23rd St, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Brown, James A. T/4, Beechbank Rd, Forest Glen, Md. B&O 
Brown, Linsey H, T/5, 5119 Badger Rd, Santa Rosa, Cal. NIVP 
Brown, W L. Sgt, Box 183, McCormick, S. C. Ch&WCar 

Buchholz. Walter O, Sgt, Huntington, Ind. Erie 


Buffington, William F, Sgt, 3234 Campbell, Kan Cty, Mo. StL&SF 


Buss, John J, Pvt, 6326 Barry Ave, Chicago, 111. GTW 

Butler, Lloyd E, Sgt, 460 W Broadway, Hoisington, Kan. Afo Pac 
Butler, Loren N, Pfc, Mendon, Mich. Penn 

Cargo. Ralph C, Pfc, 503 S Hole St, Wheaton. III. ChAur&E 
Carlquist, Charles F, Dunsmuir, Cal. SP 


Carlton, Joseph V, Pvt, 3525 Glenn Ave, Covington, Ky. 
Carnevale. John, T /A, 156 County St, East Prov, R. I. 

Carping, Ralph D, Pvt, 6607 S Stewart Ave, Chicago, 111. Penn 
Carter Jr, Curtis G, T/5, 3409 Wellington St, Richmond, Va. So 
Casey. Denis J, Pvt, 1165 Pugsley Ave, Bronx, N. 

Cassada, Hugh B, T/5, Rt 1, Box 89, Crewe, Va. A’d-IF 

Clardy, John G, T/4, Dora, Ala. .So 

Clark, Ralph M. Pfc, RD 1, Nevada, O. Erie 

Cline, Roy E, Box 38, Blooraingdale, O. Penn 

Cochran. J W, Pvt, 441 S 29th St, Apt S-1, Richmond, Cal. 
Coldwell, Donald W, Pvt, Box 523, McCloud, Cal. McC Riii 
Cole. Fred F, T/4, Chatfield, Minn. CMStP&P 

Collins, Merrill L, Sgt, 902 S Main, Ft Scott, Kan. StL&SF 

Conaway, Edward E, Pfc, 400 West .Ave, Jenkintown, Pa. Read 
Conrick, John F, T/4, 4053 S Francisco Ave, Chicago, 111. NYC 
Corderman, Harold W, T/5, 447 W Grand Ave, l.ima, O. Erie 
Cxmnls, Rodney L, T/5, 502 E Green St, Clinton, Mo. StL&SF 
Coyne, John R, Pfc, Roffert Blvd, Uniontown, Pa. Penn 

Craven, James G, Pfc, General Delivery, Auburn, .Ala. So 

Crews. George W, Jr. S/S, 508 l^pland PI, Alexandria, Va. So 
Crisman, Harry T, Sgt, R 5, Box 135, Ft Worth. Tex. T&P 
Cunningham, Archie L, Pfc, 1202 Smelter, Pittsburg. Kan. 

Jndust Rd 

Daley, John H, Pvt. 476 Broadway, Rensselaer, N. Y. NYC 

Darrow, Robert M, Pfc, 713 Archer .Ave, Ft Wayne, Ind. Penn 
Davis, William L, Sgt, Rl 4, Abbeville, S. C. SAL 

Deal, Curtis M. T/4, 2281 Bankhead Ave, Atlanta, Ga. So 

Dceney, Francis P, T/4, 6355 Marsden St, Phila, Pa. Read 

Diehl, George J, T/4, 99 W Chestnut. Kingston, N. Y. NYC 

Dodds, Jim F, T/5, Box N. San Miquel, Cal. WP 

Doolin. John J, Pfc, 103 Hasbrouck Ave, Kingston. N. Y. NYC 
Douple, Freilerick J, 1/5. 25 Powell Lane, Upper Darby, Pa. Read 
Driscoll, Thomas W, Sgt, 7130 W’oodlawn Ave, Chicago, 111. B&O 
Du Bois, Charles .A, Pvt, 177 Wilkinson Ave, Jersey City. N. J. LV 
Dunagan, Carl G, T/5, 224 Schiller St, Cincinnati, O. Penn 
Dupee, Morris, Pfc, 1111 Cornelia Ave, Knoxville, Tenn. So 
Dwyer, James F, T/5, 1520 N “C” St, Wellington, Kan. AT&SF 
Echelbarger, Kenneth W, T/4, 302 N State Ave, Indianapolis, 

Ind. Penn 

Elkins. Harry L, Pfc, RFD 3. Oak Hill, O. B&O 

Elliott, Winfield S, T/5, 5 Sycamore St. Clifton Heights, Pa. Read 
Ellis. James. Pvt, 7217 S Dobson St, Chicago, III. 

Etrych, Clarence H, T/5, 336 155th St, Calumet City, III. IHB 
Falser, Philip H, Jr, 1/5, 32 Locust St, Valley Stream, LI. 

N. Y. LI 

Farrell, William D, S/S, 1742 Illinois St. Ft Wayne, Ind. 

Faust, Richard J, Pvt, Rt 1, Mount Union. Pa. Penn 

Fewlass, Charles R, S/S, 2316 10th St, Denver. Colo. CB&O 

Fitzgerald, Jack H, Pvt, 15420 Loomis Ave, Harvey, 111. IHB 

Flanders, James E, Pfc, 195 Brunswick St, Roxbury , Mass. 

NYNH&H 

Flock, Grant B, Pfc. 5816 W 65th St, Chicago, III. Alton 

Flynn, Murray J, Pvt, Pittsburg, Kan. 

Flynn. Robert M, T/4, Brcckenridge, Minn. l^P 

Forster. Thomas W. Jr, 448 Fasselt St, Toledo, O. .VFC 

Foster, Tom A, S/S, c/o DtN A'ard Office, B'gham, Ala. L&N 

Galvin, William T, T/5. Milford Rd. Matamoras, Pa. Erie 

Gardner. Clay R, Pfc, 3317 W 65th St, Chicago. III. NYC 

Gebhardt, William A. Sgt, 176-10 93 Ave, Jamaica, N. Y. LI 
Geortler, Joseph T. Pfc, 1 1 1 S Haviland .Ave, Audubon, N. J. Penn 
Gillson, Alfred E, T/5, 293 Hawthorne St, Brooklyn, N. Y. NJC 
Glenn, Thomas J, T/4, 1010 Lincoln Ave, Tyrone, Pa. Penn 
Glidden, John F, Pvt, 525 McKindley St SE. Cedar Rapids, la. 
Glitsch, James K, Pfc, 26 E Orchard Ave, Bellevue, Pa. Penn 
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Glore, John A, Pfc, 725 S 24th St, Louisville. Ky. IC 

Goerndt, Ervin H, Sgt, 307 Oak, Breckenridge, Minn. CfN 

Gordon, Warren, T/5, 3004 E 83rd PI, S Chicago, 111. Indust Rd 
Goulet, Edmond O, T/4, 27 Washington Ave, Portland, Me. CN 
Granrud, Arthur P, Pfc, 816 N 6th St, Grand Forks, N. D. GN 
Grantham, Felix A, T/5, 302 W Roosevelt St, Harlingen, 


Tex. NPl 

Grass, Frank V, T/5, 635 Harrison Ave, Lima, O. Erie 

Grigware, Edward D, Sgt, 409 Park St, Port Huron, Mich. PM 
Grinnan, Kenneth A, T /5, 342 Warder Ave, Grafton, W. V'a. B&O 
Grosboll, Kenneth S, Sgt. 304 .\delia, Springfield, 111. C&EI 
Grosskopf, William F, Pfc, 1206 Main St, McCook, Neb. B&O 
Groves, John E, Pfc, 829 W 3rd St, Gary, Ind. EJ&E 

Guard, Leslie E, Pvt, 804 N Center St, Joliet, 111. EJ&E 

Hagerty, Daniel J, Pvt, 5715 King Hill Ave, St Joseph, Mo. 
Hairston, Samuel O, Pfc, Rt 3, Clinton, S. C. Pied No 

Haley, Paul D, T/4, 139 Second St, Catawissa, Pa. Read 

Hall, William G, T/4, PO Box 123, Brewton, Ala. L&N 

Halpin, John A, Pfc, 85 Bostwick Ave, Jersey City, N. J. LV 


Hanks, Robert L, Pfc, 416 Butler St (W), Ft Wayne, Ind. Petin 
Hanning. Harry H, Pfc, 7228 W Vernon Hy, Detroit, Mich. NYC 
Hansen, Raymond H, Pvt, c/o Omaha Rwy, Mankato, Minn. 

CMStPM&O 

Harper, Walter E, Sgt, 2437 Jefferson Ave, Knoxville, Tenn. So 


Harrity, John M, Sgt, 108 Broadway, Mauch Chunk, Pa. NJC 
Harrison, Thomas A, T/5, 30 Earl, Girard, O. Erie 

Hart, Lawrence J, Pfc, 8 Newton Ave, Saratoga Springs, 

N. Y. Di-H 

Hartman, George C, T/5, 9715 123rd St, Richmond Hill, 

LI, N. Y. LI 

Hayden, Frank, T/4, North Platte, Neb. UP 

Heilebrand, George E, T/4, 3831 Flatlands Ave, Brooklyn, 

N. Y. ' NJC 

Helvey, James C, T/5, 326 S Willow St. Erwin, Tenn. Clinchfield 
Hens, James L. Pvt, 203 London St, Buffalo, N. Y. NYC 

Herkalo, Joseph F, Pfc, 1159 Jackson St, Easton, Pa. LV 

Herr, Henry, T/5, RD 1, Quarryville, Pa. 

Heward, Charles W, T/5, 1348 Sage St, Evanston, W'yo. UP 

Hibbard, James E, Sgt, 107 Carneal St, Ludlow, Ky. So 

Hillgrove, Harry R, T/4, 316 Kamback St, Pittsburgh, Pa. B&O 

Hodapp, Donald E, T/4, 317 East 2nd St, Seymour, Ind. P&LE 

Holland, John H, Pfc, Hurst, 111. NP 

Holle, Erwin T. T/4, 622 N 32nd St. E St Louis. 111. Indust Rd 
Hollister. Robert T. Pvt, Staples. Minn. NP 

Holsinger, Louis A, Pfc, 210 Oak St, Baden, Pa. Penn 


Horn, Frank Jr, Pfc, 88 Towpath. Ontario St, Buffalo, N. Y. NYC 
Hoster, Vernon F, M/Sgt, 2432 No Boston Ave, Tidsa, Okla. 

ATirSF 

Hotchkiss, Harold, Pvt, 115 25th St, Oregon, Utah. 

Howell, Morgan O, Pvt, Box 584, Elko, Nev. WP 

Hoyt, Edgar C, Pfc. 455 S 30th, Lincoln, Neb. C/fd-Q 

Hudak, Stephen A, T/4, 311 3rd St, Woodvale, Johnstown. 

Pa. Penn 

Hughes, Cyril E, Pfc, 1325 Grand \\e, St. Paul. Minn. CMStP&P 
Hull, Gordon S, T/5, 67 Moeller St, Binghampton, N. Y. D&H 
Humphrey, Robert L, Pfc, 1343 Madison Ave, Toronto, O. Penn 
Hiingerford, James H, T/4, 920 Big Horn, Alliance, Neb. CB&Q 
Jackson, James W, Pvt, c/o Chas Gardner, Union Springs, 

Ala. CofG 

Jackson, William L, 1655 Federal St, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Jansto, John, T/4, 5258 S Whipple St, Chicago, 111. Penn 

Januseski, Francis E, T/5, 11305 Ave “N”, Chicago, III. B&O 
Jefferson, Ernest O, Pvt, 609 Gilmore St, Waycross, Ga. ACL 
Jensen, Herman C, Pfc, Kalama, Wash. Indust Rd 

Jester, Charles W, Pvt, 22 Dewey St, Dravosburg, Pa. 

Jones, Robert B, Sgt, Elihii, Ky. So 

Jordan, John W P, Pfc, 1020 Phoenix St, Greenwood, S. C. ACL 
Junterman, William C, Sgt, Turtle Lake, Rt 3, St. Paul, 

Minn. CMStP&P 

Kahler, Charles W. Sgt. Box 244, Mineola, Tex. T&P 


Katzenmeyer, John G, Sgt, 101 1 Maine St, Vicksburg, Miss. IC 
Keegan, Donald M, Sgt, McFarland, Wis. CMStP&P 

Kearney, Edward L, Jr, T/4, 739 E 5th St, Erie Pa. Penn 

Keffer, William H, T/5, Box 62, W Brownsville, Pa. Monongahela 
Keller, George D, T/4, Box 127D, Rt 3, B’gham, Ala. Indust Rd 
Kelly, Edward A, Pvt, Box 336, Old Monroe, Mo. 

Kirby, James L, T/4, 510 Lilac Ave, Knoxville, Tenn. So 

Keough, Charles L, Sgt, 1436 W Prospect Ave, Appleton, 

Wis. C«!riVlF 

Kiernan, Joseph H, Sgt, 1|^ Parker St, Auburn, N. Y. LV 

King, Joseph C, Pvt, 617 W Park St, Livingston, Mont. NP 

Klein, Henry J, Jr, T/4, 1815 N Collington Ave, Baltimore. 

Md. B&O 

Koenig, Jack F, Pfc, 1835 S Church St, Salem, Ore. SP 

Koenig, William T, Pvt, 3234 30lh St, L I Cty, N. Y. NYC 

Kuchiiisky. Stanley J. Pfc, New Road, Lost Creek, Pa. Read 
Laden, John P, T/4, 99 McKinley Ave, Dumont, N. J. 

Lambert, Clarence N, Pfc, 276 Main St, Claremont, N. H. 

Claremont 

Lane, Volney, T/4, 855 Capital Ave NE, Battle Creek, Mich. GTIl' 
l.angley. Lawrence R, Sgt, Oakdale, Tenn. So 

LeCroy, Lindsey H, T/4, 617 Valley Rd, B’gham, .Ala. B'gham So 
Lelo, Frank T, Pvt, 8811 Colfax, Chicago, HI. Indust Rd 

Lewis. Herschel M, Pfc, Calhoun, Tenn. L&N 

Linden, Edward J. T/4, 2121 Crawford St, Parsons, Kan. MAT 
Lineberger, William G. Pfc, 118 Newton St, Spencer, N. C. So 
Litton, C.larence E, Pfc, Sanderson, Tex. T&NO 

Locascio. Carl J, 1/5, 1040 N Central Pk Ave, Chicago, 111. 
Loncro, Tony W, .Sgt, 3161 W 82nd St, Cleveland, O. NYC 

Long, Earl E, Pfc, 124 High Street, Mt Pleasant, Pa. Penn 

Long, John C, Pfc, 202 S Main St, Ashley, Pa. NJC 

Lyons, David A, Pfc, 3546 Bronx Blvd, Bronx, N. Y. IC 

Maas, Kenneth G, Pfc, Box 218, Rt 3, Merrill, Wis. CMStP&P 
Mack, Frank T, Pvt, Box 11, Dawson, Pa. P&LE 

MacKay, Robert A, Jr, 20 Cutter Ave, W Somerville, Mass. B&M 
Maneval. Edward S, Pfc, Clallam Bay, Wash. Indust Rd 

Manley, Clayton H, Pfc, 404 E Court St, Montpelier, O. Wab 
Mann. Ernest L, Sgt, Box 501, Sheffield, Ala. So 

Mannion, Fred P. S/S, 48-41 43rd St, Wood.side, N. Y. Indust' Rd 
Martin, Juandell H, T/5, 1246 George St, Plainfield, N. J. 

Lehigh Val 


Martin, William J, Pfc, 521 Oliver St, Shreveport, La. 

Mason, Jesse F, Sgt, Spurgeon, Ind. NYC 

Mattson, Paul L. Sgt, 655 56th St, Brooklyn, N. Y. NYC 

Matusek, Edward P, Sgt. 3327 Gustave .Ave, Franklin Park, 111. 
Mavey, Oran D, T/5, 1833 “K” St, Eureka, Cal. iVH’T 

McCann, Terrence J, Pfc, 35 Magnolia St, Lackawanna, 

N. Y. Indust Rd 

McCarthy, John J, Pfc, 62 Wollaston Ave, Arlington, Mass. B&M 
McCarty, Jack E, Pfc, R 7, Box 61 AA, Birmingham, Ala. SAL 
McCurry, Stephen P, Sgt, 510 South St, Steubenville, O. Penn 

.McDonald, Dorsey P, T/5, 6207 S Artesian Ave, Chicago, III. GTW 
McElveen. Ralph J, Pfc, Rt 3, Florence, S. C. ACL 

McFadden, John F, Sgt, 275 Mercer St, Phillipsburg, N. J. Penn 
McGill, Joseph E, T/5, 137 Kenyon Ave, Pawtucket, R. I. 
McHale, Francis J, Pfc, 153 Seventh Ave, Troy, N. Y. D&H 

McKee, Edwin D, Pfc, 50 College Rd, Mt Vernon, O. Penn 

McKibben, William R, T/4, 519 N Jackson Ave, Clinton, 111. IC 
McKindley, Hugh F, Pfc, RR 1, Centerville Station, HI. 


Alton&So 

McKnight, James A, T/4, 707 Vance St, Taylor, Tex. 

-Nfiller, .Albert V, T/5, Mountain Top, Pa. NJC 

Miller, Melvin E, S/S, 2616 Huntington Ave, Baltimore, Md. B&O 
.Minerich, George E, Pfc, Clarkdale, Ariz. Indust Rd 

Minshall, Bernard W, Pvt, 337 Newton St, Keyser, W. Va. B&O 
Moffitt, Harry J, T/5, 244 Pike St, Carbondale, Pa. NYNH&H 
Morasch, Edmund W, T/5, Bellevue .Ave, S Langhorne, Pa. Read 
Morawitz, Harold C, Pfc, 2105 W Gordon St, Hannibal, Mo. 

CRI&P 

Morris, Thomas J. Sgt, Island Pond, Vt. CN 
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Morrison, Glen E, T/5, 2002 E Slate c/o Mobile Sta, Long Beach, 


Cal. 

Morrison, John H, T/5, RED 4, Easton, Pa. Lehigh Val 

Moxley, Alvia J, Pvt, 5026a Tholozan, St Louis, Mo. 

Murphey, Daniel J, Pfe, RED 1, Marion Station, .Md. 

.Musgrove, James A, T/5, 2.S21 N\V 26th St, Miami, Ela. 

Nettles, William R, Sgt, 614 S Hall St, Princeton, Ind. So 

Newburg, Erancis W, Pfe, 251 VV Washington Ave, Clifton 
Place, Pa. Penn 

Newmister, James G, Pfe, 427 N State St, N Vernon, Ind. HirO 
Noll, Raymond E, Pfe, Box 93, X Ridgeville, O. NYC 

\ord.strom, Hans R, Pfe, Box 138, Star Rt 3, Hibbing, Minn. OIM 
.\orling. Gene A, Pfe, 5300 29th Ave S, Minneap, Minn. G.Y 
Nostrome, John, Pvt, 789 Glen Rd, Cliffsidc Park, X. J. 

O’Brien, Earl, Pfe, 2826 Panama St, Bakersfield, Cal. SP 

O’Brien, R J, Pvt, 508 Eourlh St, Spencer, X. C:. .Vo 

Owen, Tom H, Pfe, Rt 1, Leeds, Ala. 

Parker, James H, T/4, Box 342^ Harlingen, Tc\. Mo Pac 

Parkham, John J, Pfe, 623 .\dam St, .Alpena, Mieh. Trans Kelly Is 
Patrisso, Xicholas J, T/5, 118 Hammond Ave, Passaic, N. J. Erie 
Paul, Erancis C, T/4, 6 Cagwin .Ave, Joliet. 111. EJi'E 

Payne, Lowry, Pvt, 865 4lh St, Mansfield, O. 

Peisert, Paul L, 1167 Rice St, St Paul, Minn. 

Pelrone, .Albert A, Pvt, 539 Barbcy St, Brooklyn, X. V. Penn 
Phares, Dee T, Pfe, Rt 2, Box 20, Elkins, W. Va. ILd-Af 

Piersall, X L, T/5, 24 Seneca Ave, White Plains, X. Y. NYC 
Piper, Jos A, Pvt, Burnside Ave, Congers, X. Y. NYC 

Porcaro, Victor E, Pfe, 931 Pavonia Ave. Jersey City, X. J. NJC 
Porter, L L, Sgt, 3427 Walnut St, Progress (HIjg) Pa. Read 

Potter, K H, S/Sgt, 7 E 1st St, Box 172, Wellston, O. B&O 

Poulos, Charles J, Pfe, 21 Waller PI, Bridgeport, Conn. NYNHJ'H 
Pretty, Zigmond J, Pvt, 672 N 5th St, Kankakee, 111. NYC 

Price, Leon E, Sgt, Peach Creek, W. Va. C&O 

Pridgen, Maurice L, T/4, Chapel Hill, N. C. So 

Queen, Willie W, Sgt, 301 Xo Main St, Cedartown. (ia. CofG 

Quillin, Willard M, T/4, 437 N 7th St, Steubenville. O. Ptmu 

Quinn, John T, Pfe, Box 11, Cecil, Pa. Penn 

Rader, Guy S, T/4, Whitesburg, Tenn. So 

Randall, Harry C, Pfe, 2014 Mosser Ave, Williamsport, Pa. Read 
Rauscher, Ernest K, Pvt, 615 Acorn St, Phila, Pa. Penn 

Ream, Kenneth J, T/5, Box 132, So Whitley, Ind, Peyin 

Reed, Robert W, Sgt, 1105 16th St, Racine, Wis. 

Reese, John L, Sgt, 419 Lookout St, Chattanooga, Tenn. So 

Reid, Richard C, T/4, 1662 Langston Ave SW, Atlanta, Ga. .So 
Richey, Robert L, Sgt, 247 Robb St, Cincinnati, O. Penn 

Riseley, Charles R, Pfe, Summitville, N. Y. NYNH&H 

Robertson, Edward E, Pfe, 153 S 6th St, Easton, Pa. Penn 

Robinson, Edward C. Sgt, .Atlanta, Mo. Mo Pac 

Roddie, Billie W, Pvt, 3822 7th St, Meridian, Miss. So 

Roush, Harry E, Pvt, 934 Reagan St, Sunbury, Pa. Penn 

Rudy, Marlin C, T/5. 169 E Derry Rd, Hershey, Pa. Read 

Ryan, Stewart C, T/5, 163 W Earl Ave, A'oungstown, O. Erie 

.Santandrea, .Antonio, Pfe, 24-32 33rd St, Astoria, LI, X. Y. 

.Schank, William A, Pfe, 3324 Brandywine St, Phila, Pa. Penn 

Schantz, John J, Pfe, 222 7th .Ave SW, Mandan, N. D. NP 

Schneider, Orval E, Pfe, 135 Garfield St, Green Bay, Wis. GliW 

Seaman, Kenneth A. Sgt, Box 372, RD 2. Shamokin, Pa. Penn 
.Sears, Walter J, T/5, YMC.A, Sharonville, O. NYC 

Scchrist, Robert H, T/5, 3522 6th .Ave, Beaver Ealls, Pa. P<rLE 
Setter, Ambrose J. Pfe, R 2, Colony, Kan. r.Jr.VlV 

Shelton, Winston B, Pfe. Russell, Kv. C&O 

Shock, Robert H, Pfe, 535 Waugh St, Alliance, O. Penn 
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Shoff, Warren E, Pfe, 517 S 10th St, Wyraore, Neb. CB&Q 

Showkeir, James R, T/5, 1164 E 125th St, Cleveland, O. Penn 

Simmons, Gerald W, T/5, Pope, .Miss. So 

Smith, Eloyd .A, Pfe, Box 72, Gladstone, N. J. Penn 

Smith, John W, Pfe, 204 McCarthy Ave, Dennison, O. Penn 

.Smith, R D, R 9, Box 60, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Sparks, Erancis W, Pfe, Box 282, Belmont, N. C. P&N 

Spencer, Ralph G, Sgt, 2208 E Mossman, Wichita, Kan. StL&SF 
.Springer, James E, T/5, 516 N 9th St, Garden City, Kan. AT&SF 
Stacks, Walter S, T/5, 2749 Lillian St, Shreveport, La. A'C.So 
Stahl, Ernest A, Sgt. 138 E 92nd St. NYC. N. Y. 

Stallings, Jack E, Sgt, 1320 Connelly, Clovis, N. M. 

Stiles, Vincent B, 4 /4, 4320 Madison .Ave, Kan Cty, Mo. L’P 

Stokes, Claude R, T/4, 7118 Denison, Houston, Tex. TP 

Stone, N L, T/Sgt, 3252 A, Watson Rd, St Louis. Mo. StI.&SF 
Sionecypher, Guy V, 4 /4, 2532 .Avers Ave, Toledo. O. ATC 

Stowe, Donald L. Sgt, 2045 South Ave. Toledo, O. ATC 

Stump, James L, T/4, Colonial Hgts, Roanoke, Va. Va 

Sullivan, Daniel J. Sgt, 22 E 3rd St, Bayonne, N. J. NJC 

Super, Joseph T, 4 /5, 450 Main St, Oneonta, X. \. D&H 

Swan, Charles B, S/S, Brandy, Va. So 

Swander, George A, 4 /4, RD 1, Box 47, .Altoona, Pa. Penn 

Swart, Clarence C. Sgt, 2720 Cleveland .Ave. Sicul)enville. O. Penn 
Sykora, Prank, 1 /S, 3520 S 20th St, Omaha, Neb. CB&Q 

4 aylor, William H, T/4, 1338 Buchanan St, El Wayne, Ind. Penn 
I hompson, Raymond L, Pvt, 204 Whitethorn Ave, 

Cx)lumbus, O. NYC 

I hompson, Walter H, T /4, 221 E Madison Ave, New Castle, 

Pa. ' B&O 

Toney, Claude L, T/5, 1315 25th St, N Birmingham, Ala. So 
I'ravelet. Clyde O, T/5, 555 E .Academy St, Hughesville, Pa. Penn 
Troutman, James E, T/5, 1218 X Broadway, Knoxville, Tenn. So 
Cflieil, Raymond J, Sgt, 724 Oak St, Huntington, Ind. Eric 

Voegcli, Otto, Pfe, Box 38, Maple Valley, Wash. NYC 

V^ogel, Erederick R, Pfe, R 1, Payette City, Pa. P&LF 

Ward, Enoch D, Pfe, 970 Hopovan, Barberton, O. Penn 

Walker, William 4", Pvt, 1925 21st .Ave S, Nashville, 4'enn. 
Walker, Wyatt M, Sgt, 2029 Old Marietta Rd, Atlanta. Ga. So 
Warren, Donald L, Pvt, 855 Dewey Ave, Hagerstown, Md. WM 
Watt, Eugene C, T/5, Box 205, Enon Valley, Pa. Penn 

Weaver, C H, T/4, 828 Main St. Mt Carmel, 111. 

Weeks, Luther T, T/5, c/o R L Woodie, R 2, Madison Heights. 

Va. Xdrir 

Wegener, Henry A, Pfe, 222 1st St, North Wahopten, N. D. GA' 
W’einell, Arthur L, Pfe, 185 W Ranson Ave. Blairsville, Pa. Penn 
Weinell, Carl J, Pfe, 185 W Ranson .Ave, Blairsville, Pa. Penn 
Welman, Jack W, Pvt, 1209 E Iowa St, Evansville, Ind. B&O 
West, Doyle, Pvt, Buckhannon, W. Va. B&O 

Whaley', Jack D, T/4, 80 Washington St, Abbeville, S. C. Seabd 
White, Erancis W, T/4, 63 Eurnace St, Danielson, Conn. 

White, George E, Pvt. 626 S 6lh St, Klamath Ealls, Ore. 
\Villhoite, Richard G, Pfe, Painesville, O. A’ VC 

Williamson, Louis J, T/4, Woodbine .Ave, Paoli, Pa. Penn 

W'ilson, Charles, 4 /4, 107 Tceple St, Knoxville, Tenn. So 

Wilson, Joseph E, 4 /5, 401 W Brooks Ave, Clarksville, Ind. Penn 
Wilson, Keith N, Sgt, 226i/^ Roche St, Huntington, Ind. Erie 
Wingard, Joseph E, T/5, 400 E 1st Ave, Berry, Pa. Penn 

Wood, James B, S/Sgt, 3838 Pairmont Blvd NE, Canton, O. Penn 
Woods, Vernie M, T/5, Speed, Ind. Indust Rd 

Worry, Wilbur J, Pvt, Gen Del, Scottdale, Pa. 

Yariiell, David C, T/5, 228 E College St, Union Ctv, 4'enn. So 
Ziikelbach, Howard P, 4 /5, 731 W 5th St, Mt Carmel. 111. Big -f 
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